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Whoôs Who? 
 

DG Lorri Kerzner  

631-476-1979 

luv2lrn@optonline.net 

 

IPDG Patrick F. Mitchell  
(631) 363-6412 

Pfm225@optonline.net 

 

1st VDG Bruce DôAbramo 
(631) 331-4293 

bdabramo@hotmail.com 

 

2nd VDG Paul Wernersbach 
631-665-7981 

sunset_three@yahoo.com 

 

CS/T Shirley Chamberlain 
(631) 475-4622 

Schamber1@optonline.net 
 

ZC Tim Mieschberger (Zone 1) 
(631) 969-0554 

Captim67@aol.com 
  

ZC Brian Freier (Zone 2) 
(631) 543-8562  

bfreier@hotmail.com 

 

ZC  (Zone 3) 

Peter Tamsen 
(631)  

PDTLILAW@aol.com 

 

ZC Joan Weissman  (Zone 4) 
(631) 363-2058  

joniblue32@aol.com 
 

ZC Louise Ebert (Zone 5) 
(631) 289-4485 

Louiseebert@hotmail.com 

 

ZC PDG Vinnie DeSimone (Zone 6) 

(631) 744-2450 
 

ZC Frances Gates (Zone 7) 
(631) 476-0580 

Gates4home@aol.com 

 

ZC Chick Grubb   (Zone 8) 
(631) 921-0324 

Ccarlon1@ai\ol.com 

 

LION Barbara Oestreicher 

Newsletter Editor 

(631) 732-2548 

bodelch@optonline.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                       

Dear Lions, Lioness and Leos,  

 

It is hard for me to believe that this Lionôs year is half over already.   I guess it is 

true what they say, ñTime flies when you are having fun.ò  I am very happy to 

see that most clubs are now submitting their monthly reports on time.  Now I 

would ask that clubs begin to focus seriously on membership.  Many clubs are 

planning holiday events/parties.  This would be a great time to bring a friend to a 

meeting.  We are more likely to bring in more members if they see how much 

fun being a Lion can be while helping others at the same time.  Any club with 

less than twenty members should be in contact with their zone chair to 

brainstorm ideas for increasing membership. 

 

Thanks to the work of some very dedicated lions, the St. Josephôs Lions Campus 

Club is back.  If you know of any high school students who will be attending 

college locally, you may want to suggest that they consider joining this club as 

they will also receive a discount on their college tuition. 

By now, I hope all clubs have filed their 990-N forms or an extension.  It is 

important to take care of this every year. 

 

I was recently made aware that some counterfeit money is making its way 

around Suffolk County.  At a club fundraiser, $130 worth of counterfeit money 

was collected and the club was unaware until they went to deposit the money in 

the bank.  I checked with a bank teller to find out how we can tell the difference 

between real and counterfeit money.  I was informed that if you rub your nail 

over the presidentôs coat on the front of the bill, it should feel raised and the rest 

of the bill will feel smooth. 

  

I hope all the Lions of District 20-S enjoy the upcoming holidays with their 

friends and family.  Although we spend most of our time helping others, donôt 

forget to make time for yourselves.  May your dreams continue to be big and 

your troubles small. 

 

Happy Holidays,  

Lion Lorri Kerzner 

District Governor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our website at 

www.suffolkcountylions.org 

The Lions 
Share 
 

 

A Message from DG Lorri 
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 Dare to make a Lion difference 

I canôt believe how fast the year as First Vice District governor is going. I am really enjoying the club visits. 

Itôs great to see the different ways that lions clubs give service to their community. It makes me proud to be 

a Lion. 

 

Lions are people from all walks of life. Every Lion has something to contribute to his/her fellow Lions and 

to their community and others around the world. Many Lions may differ with your thoughts and ideas as 

much as you differ with theirs, but ð those differences bring out something that maybe someone else has 

not considered.  

 

We have lost some good present and past Lions this year and now have to fill holes left by their absence.  

Let us not forget where these past Lions have placed us. Itôs on top, and we need to keep Lions right up there 

on top. Most of us have our favorite projects and do our best to make them successful, but be sure to help 

with the other Lionsô projects so they will be also successful. Keep your heart in Lions and your community 

will benefit. Believe in your fellow Lions and the meaning of Lionism. We will serve all who need our help 

and assistance. Almost everything that we do as Lions starts with an idea that comes from our hearts.  

 

Lionsô kindness should always be kept in front of the community. Your town should know what you do as 

Lions. Not everyone in town should know who Melvin Jones was, or what he did, but every Lion should, 

and should feel satisfaction for trying to be a Lion that Melvin Jones would be proud of. 

Think about the Lions you have met during your membership. Most of them have a good sense of humor, 

that we are all trying to help each other to help those who are in need.  So, fellow Lions do your best for your 

club and show others what Lions can do. 

 

Who knows, you may find a new Lion in your group. If a person lives what they believe, and believes what 

they live, their destiny will be guided by kindness. Do you best in Lionism and gain fulfillment for a job well 

done. 

 

  

  

 

                                                                                                   

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note from 1
st
 VDG Bruce DôAbramo 



 

Some Thoughts from 2
nd

 VDG Paul K. Wernersbach 

 

 

 

 
 Some Thoughts from 2

nd
 VDG Paul K. Wernersbach 

 

 

 

My Fellow Lions é The IMPORTANCE of increased membership in your Clubs:  

   

Vince Lombardi é 

Teams do not go physically flat, they go mentally stale, without new blood.  

 

Robert Yates é 

It is amazing what can be accomplished when nobody cares about who gets the credit  

 

H.E. Luccock é 

No one can whistle a symphony. It takes an orchestra to play it.  

 

Michael Jordan é 

Talent wins games, but teamwork and intelligence wins championships.  

 

Coach Dean Smith to Michael Jordan in his freshman year at UNC 

Michael, if you can't pass, you can't play     

 

Henry Ford é 

Coming together is a beginningéKeeping together is progressé  

Working together is success.  

 

Increased membership divides the task and doubles the clubs success. The more members you have, the 

greater chance of the clubs success exceeding expectations, remember óthe whole is greater than the sum of 

the partsô. Every member should bring a Friend to the First meeting every month, to share the experience 

of lionism, meeting new óLion friendsô,  having a fun time, and the heartwarming rewards of knowing you 

have helped the less fortunate in your community with the clubs charitable efforts.  

Have a Wonderful Holiday, Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah é and a Healthy Prosperous New Year é  

 

2
nd

 Vice District Governor, Paul K. Wernersbach  

 



 



 

 

                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

  

December 5
th
 ï Deer Park Lions Joint Christmas 

Party with the Goodfellows Car Club ï Bella 

Verdes, Deer Park ï 7pm ï midnight - $75.00 must 

be paid by November 21
st 

 

December 6
th
 ï Deer Park Lions Party for the 

Impaired ï K of C Hall ï 1 ï 5 PM  

 

March 13, 2010 ï Suffolk South Shore Scrapbook 

Fundraiser ï Presbyterian Church of Islip.  For info 

contact Pres Megan Sala James at 

msalajames@gmail.com 

 

March 16
th
 & 17

th 
2010 ï East End Lions Corned 

Beef & Cabbage ï Sound View ï for info contact 

Lydia Latoa at 734-5897 

 

April 18
th
 ï Patchogue Lions Club Testimonial 

Brunch honoring PDG Charles G. Burton ï 12 ï 4 

PM ï West Lake Inn ï Cost to be announced ï 

Sponsorship & journal ads will be available  

 

April 22
nd

, 2010 ï Suffolk South Shore Lions 25
th
 

Annual Fashion Show ï Villa Lombardiôs 

 

April 23
rd

, 2010 ï Patchogue Lioness Lions Club 

Annual Chinese Auction ï Patchogue Medford HS 

 
May 14

th
 ï 16

th
 ï New York State Convention ï 

Buffalo, New York 

 

May 23, 2010 ï Patchogue Lioness Lions Club 

Annual Guide Dog Walk ï Patchogue Fire House   

 

  

 

International News  
 

Korean Lions Pledge More Than US$1.25 

million  

Annual pledge from Lion leaders is three-

times usual donation  

More than 225 Lions from across The Republic of 

Korea pledged a combined total of more than 

US$1.25 million for LCIF. The annual pledge was 

presented during a welcome reception and LCIF 

seminar on October 26th in honor of LCIF 

Chairperson Al Brandelôs visit.  

 

While it is the Lions of Koreaôs tradition to 

present a pledge of donation to LCIF each year 

when the LCIF Chairperson officially visits 

Korea, this pledge was more than three times the 

amount usually pledged. The exponential increase 

for the 2009-2010 pledge was due to their 

understanding of LCIFôs efforts now through 

2012 to increase the annual donations received in 

order to fund more grants each year. 

ñThe pledge is a great example of Lions 

generosity. Lions in Korea really understand how 

important LCIF is to Lions and how the 

foundation helps Lions help others. Thanks to 

Lions in Korea, Lions around the world will help 

that many more children and others who are in 

great need,ò said Chairperson Al Brandel.  

 

Past International President Dr. Tae-Sup Lee was 

also in attendance and said this donation was both 

a symbolic and literal example of the Lions of 

Koreaôs ongoing dedication to support LCIF. 

 

ñThe Korean Lions in attendance, many of them 

Lions leaders at the international, national and 

community level within Korea, are aware of the 

valuable aid LCIF provides and are encouraged to 

join the service of people in need,ò said Dr. Tae-

Sup Lee. ñWe hope that our fellow Lions around 

the world are also encouraged by LCIFôs ongoing 

efforts to provide relief for sight, youth, disaster 

and disability. As Lions, making a donation to 

LCIF is just one part of the service we want to 

provide to our local and global community 

throughout the year.ò 

 

The donor group of Lions included Past 

International President Dr. Tae-Sup Lee, 

International Directors Kwang-Soo Jang and 

Byeong-Deok Kim, Council Chairpersons, 

mailto:msalajames@gmail.com


                                                                                                 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

December 2009 
Grants (non -SightFirst) 

This will be a very brief summary of the types of 

grants awarded by LCIF. 

Standard ï These are approved for large-scale 

Lions service projects, which must serve many 

people and must be beyond the scope of 

traditional club and/or district fund-raising 

activities. They provide matching funds of up to 

$75,000. 

Core 4 ï Core 4 Grants are awarded up to a 

maximum $200,000 for projects that qualify under 

four program areas: preserving sight, combating 

disability, promoting health and serving youth. 

Emergency ï Emergency grants up to $10,000 

can be requested by Lions districts affected by 

serious natural disasters that have displaced or 

significantly affected at least 100 people. 

International Assistance ï The International 

Assistance Grant (IAG) provides opportunities for 

Lions clubs in industrialized countries to help 

fellow Lions clubs in lesser-developed countries 

in carrying out projects focusing on human 

welfare development and/or environmental 

conservation. 

Major Catastrophe ï An amount not to exceed 

$1,000,000 annually shall be designated for 

catastrophes of major international impact. 

Other Grants ï A Humanitarian Award grant of 

up to $200,00 may be given yearly to the recipient 

of the Lions Clubs International Humanitarian 

Award. Designated grants represent restricted 

funds that LCIF handles for donors who wish to 

support a particular cause. 
 

For more details on each of these categories, 

please go to the LCIF website and read 

ñUnderstanding LCIFò. Your questions will be 

answered. 
 

Sincerely yours in Lionism, 

PDG Marie Petraitis 

LCIF District Coordinator 2009-2012 

 

 

 
 

 

Since our last VCB Lions Executive Committee 

meeting in August where we updated you on 

some of the challenges VCB faced last summer,  

(i.e. a fallen tree, a sunken floor in the main 

kitchen, a gas leak and plumbing repairs) we 

have great news to report. VISIONS VCB is the 

proud recipient of a $5000 NYS and Bermuda 

Lions Foundation grant to replace the air-

conditioning system in the main Rec. Hall. This 

space is the only large capacity indoor area at 

VCB.  It can accommodate approximately 175 

people at a time and is used regularly by all the 

600 participants who are visually impaired and 

blind that VCB serves every summer.  The 

$5,000 grant from the foundation was matched by 

$10,000 that VCB raised with help from Lions 

club and individual Lions throughout the state.   

Thanks to all the Executive Committee Members 

for helping VCB spread the word, and help match 

the grant. The grant was presented to Lion 

Khaled Musa, VCB Program Director by the 

Trustees that represented District 20 R-1 

(Rockland, Putnam and parts of Westchester) at 

the District Convention at Terrace on the Hudson 

on November 15th.  

 

VDG Michael Bryceland, DG Cary Smolen, and 

Margaret Lumbrano present grant Lion Khaled 

 

 

 

  



 

  

                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CAMP BADGER UPDATE 
by  

PDG Tony Cuteri 

 

Dear Lions, Lioness and Leo's: 

 

Season's Greetings From Lions Camp Badger. 

 

Here we are at the Holiday Season already and 

just around the corner from the 

New Year. Hard to believe 2010 in almost upon 

us. It's been a trying year, perhaps 

for all of us, and the camp has been able to come 

through another year with the 

help and hard work of the Lions of MD-20. So 

with out telling you about all the 

ups and downs of the past year let us look toward 

the future and the next year. 

 

We at Lions Camp Badger look forward to 

working with all the Lions, Lioness and 

Leo's in the coming year. The support and help 

you and your clubs give us each 

and every year is priceless so please keep the 

Camp in mind during the coming 

year, for without you we could not survive. 

 

From all of us at the Empire Speech and Hearing 

Experience at Lions Camp Badger, 

we wish you and your family a Happy and 

Healthy holiday season, and may 

the 2010 year be the best ever. 

 

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and Happy 

New Year 

 

PDG  Tony Cuteri 

Empire Speech and Hearing Experience at 

Lions Camp Badger 

 

PITCH FOR A CURE 
By  

Artie Dromerhauser 

 

Pitch For A Cure participated in the Fall 

Conference, held on November 2nd at the 

Watermill by conducting an autograph session 

featuring former New York Met great Eddie 

Kranepool.  

 

Eddie has had diabetes for over thirty years and 

was kind enough to autograph baseballs and 

personalize pictures that were professionally taken 

at his table. The proceeds were divided equally 

between Pitch For A Cure and Suffolk County 

Lions Diabetes Education Foundation. 

 

Eddie also informed us that while growing up in 

the Bronx during the fifties, his first Little League 

team was sponsored by the local Lions Club.  

 

Eddie is one of a number of former professional 

athletes who are involved with Pitch For A Cure 

and who are assisting in raising funds to help 

Pitch For A Cure to complete itôs mission of: 

 

1.      Providing assistance to sick and needy 

children in any capacity. 

2.      Fulfilling childrenôs wish list 

throughout the year. 

3.      Supporting families with financial 

assistance to defray medical expenses. 

4.      Providing assistance to hospitals and 

child care facilities in any capacity. 

 

With the help of the Lions, Pitch For A Cure 

intends to ñStrike Out Juvenile Diabetesò. To that 

end, if your club would like to have a guest 

speaker from Pitch For A Cure please call Lion 

Artie Dromerhauser at 631-383-7411 or email at 

artdromerhauser@optonline.net . 

 

On behalf of everyone at Pitch For A Cure please 

have a Very Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

mailto:artdromerhauser@optonline.net


                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUIDE DOG FOUNDATION FOR 

THE BLIND NEWS 
By  

Lion Bernie Ferracane 

 

Getting a Guide Dog 

Vol. 1 

Although I have been a volunteer and docent for 

the Guide Dog Foundation for The Blind for 

seven years and now raising my eighth dog I still 

donôt really know what itôs like using a guide dog. 

I have queried a lot of my blind acquaintances 

trying to find out there feelings about getting and 

using a guide dog. Most everyone agrees that itôs 

the best thing that has ever happened to them 

since their blindness. The freedom that the dog 

gives them is quite amazing. Learning how to 

trust the dog according to my friends is one of the 

most difficult things to learn, although students 

have 25 days of training at the foundation at the 

campus in Smithtown, itôs still a difficult learning 

process. Imagine if you will, closing your eyes 

and letting a dog lead you across a busy street. 

Marilyn, who most of us know tells a story about 

when she used to commute from Shirley to 

Hempstead to the Helen Keller School for The 

Blind.  Her first dog was a golden retriever named 

Jessie. 

She was told that goldens can be a little stubborn, 

one day coming home from Hempstead she use to 

change trains at Babylon and this day the dog did 

not move. She dropped the harness and starting 

pulling on the lead dragging Jessie behind she 

says, ñyou could almost hear her nails scraping on 

the platformò well Jessie was trying to tell her 

there was no train there. Three man grabbed her 

as she was about to fall on to the tracks. From 

then on Marilyn listens to the dog, if the dog 

refuses to move there is a reason. 

More to follow in up coming articles. 

 

 
 

 

 

THE DIABETES WELLNESS  

CENTER NEWS 

 

WE WANT YOU ! 

 

The Suffolk County Diabetes 

Education Wellness Foundation is 

asking each club to appoint a 

Diabetes Chairperson.  They would 

like this person to act as a liaison 

between the Foundation and their 

communities.   

 

All Lions are welcome to attend 

diabetes board meetings.  They 

take place on the second Tuesday 

of each month.   

 

For more informat ion, please 

contact Board Chairperson PDG 

Andy Viola.                                                                                                                    

 
 
                                                                                           

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUBS BY THE NUMBERS 

 

Club Name                               # of                  State Dues      Intôl Dues          Reports         Membership 

                                                members            Current           Current             Current                   +/- 

 
Amityville        15              9/09                -3 

Babylon         84                   11/09 

Bayport-Blue Point       15                   11/09  -3 

Bay Shore        54                   10/09               +3 

Blue Pt-Bayport        28                   10/09  -5 

Brentwood NY Islanders       26                   11/09   

Bridgehampton        23                   10/09 

Brightwaters        33                   11/09  -2 

Brookhaven Great South Bay      27                   11/09                      

Central Islip        21                   10/09               +1 

Cold Spring Harbor       19                   11/09  -1 

Cutchogue        23                   11/09   

Deer Park        27                   11/09   -2 

East End Lions        48                   11/09  +2 

East Hampton        46                   11/09        +3 

Farmingville-Holtsville       20       9/09 

Greenlawn        10                   11/09   -1 

Hampton Bays        31                   11/09  +1 

Hauppauge-Smithtown       12                   10/09  +1 

Holbrook        14                   11/09   -8 

Huntington        27                   11/09  +1 

Lake Grove        21       8/09 

Mastics-Shirley        12                   11/09                     -2 

Mattituck        74                                  11/09  -4 

Medford-N. Patchogue       14                   10/09               +1 

Melville         30                   11/09               +1 

Montauk Point        38                   10/09   

N. Babylon        14                   11/09 

N. Amityville (new club) 

Northport-Centerport       13                   11/09                

North Sea        24                   10/09                  +1 

Patchogue        85       9/09                    +1   

Patchogue Lioness-Lions       40                   11/09              +2     

Port Jefferson        56                   11/09              -1 

Riverhead        22                   11/09   

Rocky Point        43                   11/09               -1   

Sag Harbor        35   9/10/09  8/18/09              11/09                    +1 

Selden-Central Brookhaven      13                   11/09  -8 

Shelter Island        85                   11/09                    +1 

South Country        27                   11/09               -4 

Southampton        20                   10/09 

St. James                     CLOSED 

St. Josephôs College        0       3/06 

Suffolk South Shore       34                   11/09  +1 

The Islips        19                                 11/09 

The Moriches         9       3/08 

West Babylon        32                   11/09 

Westhampton Beach (new club)      21       5/09 

       

      

As of December 1, 2009 



 
Vienna is the Venue for Lions Day with the UN 2010  

The United Nations Office in Vienna, Austria, will be the venue for the 32nd Annual Lions Day with the UN to be held 

on Friday, March 26, 2010. For the first time, the annual event will be held outside UN Headquarters in New York 

City. The change of venue is necessary because the 60-year-old UN Headquarters in New York is undergoing a US$7 

billion renovation.   

 

This year, Lions from all over the world are invited to attend the Lions Day with the UN event in Vienna.  Past 

International President Wroblewski will welcome Lions to the UN. Invited UN speakers will stress the importance of 

serving humanity.  Additional program highlights will include the awards ceremony for the grand prize winner of the 

Lions International Peace Poster Contest as well as the Austrian contest winner. Musical entertainment is also included 

in the program.  

 

Attendance is limited to the first 350 Lions and guests. Special hotel rates are available. For information, contact 

programs@lionsclubs.org. 

  
 

The West Hempstead Lions Club (The home club of International President A l) and 
the Melville Lions Club are putting together a journal to be presented to 

International President Al in  earl y 2010.  We are asking for sponsors, advisement 
ads, photos and personal ads for the journal.  All proceeds will be donated to 

Winthrop Hospi tal Diabetes Education Center in International President Al & Dr. 
Maureen Murphyôs name by the Lions of Brooklyn, Queens, Long Island & 

Bermuda.  

  

We want to make the journal a memorable event. This is something that they will 
cherish for many years to com e. We have extended the date by request to 

December 18th 2009.  

 

  

Thank you for your support,   

Past President of The Melville Lions Club  

Brian Freier  

631 -543 -8562  

 

 

mailto:provrams@lionsclubs.org


 

AROUND THE DISTRICT 

  
         CLUB VISITS      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patchogue Lion Al Babin was 

presented with a Knights of the Blind 

Brentwood Lions:  President George Renta, DG Lorri 

Kerzner, Elder Campos 

North Sea Lion Presdient Peter Rogoski 


