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Whoôs Who? 
 

DG Lorri Kerzner  

631-476-1979 

luv2lrn@optonline.net 

 

IPDG Patrick F. Mitchell  
(631) 363-6412 

Pfm225@optonline.net 

 

1st VDG Bruce DôAbramo 
(631) 331-4293 

bdabramo@hotmail.com 
 

2nd VDG Paul Wernersbach 
631-665-7981 

sunset_three@yahoo.com 
 

CS/T Shirley Chamberlain 
(631) 475-4622 

Schamber1@optonline.net 

 

ZC Tim Mieschberger (Zone 1) 
(631) 969-0554 

Captim67@aol.com 

  

ZC Brian Freier (Zone 2) 
(631) 543-8562  

bfreier@hotmail.com 

 

ZC  (Zone 3) 

Peter Tamsen 

(631) 666-6929    
PDTLILAW@aol.com 

 

ZC Joan Weissman  (Zone 4) 
(631) 363-2058  

joniblue32@aol.com 

 

ZC Louise Ebert (Zone 5) 
(631) 289-4485 

Louiseebert@hotmail.com 

 

ZC PDG Vinnie DeSimone (Zone 6) 

(631) 744-2450 
 

ZC Frances Gates (Zone 7) 
(631) 476-0580 

Gates4home@aol.com 
 

ZC Chick Grubb   (Zone 8) 
(631) 921-0324 

Ccarlon1@ai\ol.com 
 

LION Barbara Oestreicher 

Newsletter Editor 
(631) 732-2548 

bodelcha@optonline.net 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                    

 
 
Dear Lions, Lioness & Leos,  
 
Well, it has been a busy two months.  Bills have been sent to clubs and I want to thank 
all of you for paying them as soon as possible.  Lions International has enacted a zero 
tolerance for late bills.  I would like to see our district avoid having any clubs placed on 
status quo.  If you are wondering what that means, your club does not have the backing 
of Lions International and cannot function as a Lionôs club until the money owed is paid.  
If three more months go by without payment, your club will lose its charter.  Therefore, 
club Presidents, please be sure that your treasurer has received the state and 
International dues bills and has paid both of them. 
 
Speaking of monetary situationséI would like to remind all clubs to please make sure 
you fill out your 990N paperwork for the 2008-2009 Lionôs year.  If you are 
uncomfortable as a club taking care of this, than you may want to see an accountant, 
but it must be taken care of before NOVEMBER 15, 2009.  
 
  
The Districtôs first cabinet meeting was held on Monday, August 10, 2009 at Villa 
Sorrento.  There were 33 Lions in attendance.  Thank you to all who came out that 
evening.  I hope to see you all, along with other Lions, at the second cabinet meeting 
which will be held on Monday, November 9, 2009 at the Riverhead Polish Hall.  Our 
new cabinet members have been installed and have hit the ground running.   
 
I would very much like to see any club with less than 20 members contact either of our 
Vice District Governorôs (Bruce DôAbramo ï bdabramo@hotmail.com or Paul 
Wernersbach -  sunset_three@optonline.net).  Please donôt wait until your club is at 
single digits to try and rebuild.  All of your communities benefit from the fundraisers and 
time that you donate.  Letôs keep doing what we do best ï helping others have a better 
life. 
 
The District Golf outing is just a few days away.  If you have not already done so, please 
sign up a foursome for golf or have a few members come for dinner.  This event 
provides the money for the running of the District for this year.  The more successful the 
golf outing, the better it is for the district.  We will be honoring Past Council Chair Dr. 
Steven Tremaroli that evening. 
           

   
(continued on next page)  
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A Message from DG Lorri (continued from 1
st
 page) 

 
I have spent this summer visiting Lion supported projects throughout the multiple as well as attending as many 
fundraisers as time has allowed.  In July, I visited Guiding Eyes for the Blind, attended the first council meeting 
of the year and also visited Camp Badger and Visions Center for Blindness (VCB).  The Liaisons for these 
Lion projects write about them each month in this newsletter.  They are amazing places where volunteers just 
like you and I are helping others.  When you make your donations during the year, I hope you will keep these 
places in mind.  They could really use all of our support. 
 
I will begin visiting the clubs of our district after the golf outing has been completed.  I look forward to visiting 
with all of you throughout the year.  I am extremely pleased that our year is off to a positive start.  I am always 
here if you have a problem or a question or even a suggestion.  Thank you for all you do. 
 
Sincerely YIL, 
Lion Lorri Kerzner 
District Governor 
 
PS  All directories were mailed out on August 14, 2009 to Club Presidents, unless you received them at the 
cabinet meeting. ZC Brian Freier has the directories for the clubs in his zone. 
 

 

 

 

 

 A Note from 1
st
 VDG Bruce DôAbramo 

 

 
I hate long boring meetings. Iôm pretty sure most Lions agree with me. Have you been to a long boring 
meeting at your Lions club? What can a member do about it? First, you have the right to attend board 
meetings. Make a suggestion, suggest a speaker, or a project for the community. Lions International knows 
that long boring meetings can be a problem. This is not why people join. This is not why new members stay in 
the club. Encourage the president to use an agenda. Committee reports for upcoming fundraisers are 
important. Reports are very important from recently held events. How much money did we make? Can we 
sponsor a Guide Dog this year? 
 
Itôs also important to hear from those that we help. I want to hear how the funds we raised are spent. Itôs also 
good to hear a thank you now and then. The president and committee chairs should say thank you and nice 
job to those Lions who helped out. 
 
I like helping people. Iôm pretty sure most Lions agree with that too. Are we doing enough? Are we helping the 
right people in our community?  
 
What is the level of satisfaction in your club? Lions International has developed a great questionnaire. Itôs 
called the Club Dynamics Questionnaire.  

 
 
(continued on next page) 



 
 

 

                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
(continued from last page) 

 
You can download it at http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/prc4.pdf   
                                                 

See what your ratings are. Many clubs will be having their first meeting of the year. What a great time to survey club 
members to find out their level of satisfaction. The President and board can review the results and make small 
changes to make your club more rewarding to your members. No one wants to sponsor a friend to join a club with 
boring meetings. 
 
Youôll notice that the survey does not ask members for their names. Every club should do this every few years. It 
identifies if cliques or politics is an issue in your club. It allows suggestions and can easily be tallied up to identify good 
and bad trends in your club.  
 
Why not give it a try? 

 
 

 

 

 
.Fellow Lions 

  

It is really reassuring to know you can NEVER fail ... at the very least 'you succeed at finding out what 

doesn't work' ... nice to know, don't you think?! 

  

So, any time that you may have a poor meeting turn out, lose money on a fund raising event, or the 

prospective member you invited doesn't show up ... YOU SUCCEEDED! Evaluate what worked, and what 

didn't, then concentrate on the positive. Only then, will you evolve into the LION that will change the lives 

of the less fortunate for the 'better'. Those persons you help (perhaps living around the corner or around the 

world), you may never meet or see, but for whom they will be forever grateful to YOU for collecting those 

glasses or money needed to cure a problem that ailed them. 

  

When you think about it, you possess an amazing power, (couch potatoes don't have it, or wannabees don't 

have it) BUT you DO! Get more involved, stay active in your club, participate whenever you can, the 

personal rewards and satisfaction of helping others is an incredible experience. Have a wonderful month. 

  

Yours in Lionism, 

2nd Vice District Governor, Paul K. Wernersbach, Sr 

  

  

 

  

 

 

                                                                                                   

  

  

  

A Note from 1
st
 VDG Bruce DôAbramo 

Some Thoughts from 2
nd

 VDG Paul K. Wernersbach 
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DG Schedule 
 
July 2-5     DGE School ï Minneapolis, MN 
 6-10   International Convention, MN 
            17-19    Lions Weekend @ Guiding Eyes for the Blind 
            24-26   1

st
 Council of Governorôs Mtg, Corning, NY 

     26   Lionôs Day at Camp Badger 
 
August TBA    Lion;s Weekend ï VCB 
   10    1

st
 Cabinet Mtg ï Villa Sorrento 

           Leader Dogs for the Blind ï Rochester, MI 
   18    Brightwaters (Day Time Mtg) 
   19    Bay Shore (Day Time Mtg) 
 
Sept, 16      District 20-S Golf Outing ï Indian Island 
 22     North Babylon  
         24-26     USA/Canada Forum, Memphis, TN 
 29     Southampton 
         30- 4      Intôl Bd of Directors ï New Orleans 
 
Oct. 1-4     Lions Leadership Institute ï Syracuse 
    5     Riverhead 
    6     Brookhaven Great South Bay 
    8     Mastics-Shirley/Moriches 
   12    Cutchogue 
   13    South Country 
                15    Montauk (joint Mtg-E Hampton, Bridgehampton,  
                            Sag Harbor) 

          15-17     MD 20 PDG Meeting 
   21    Mattituck 
          23-25    2

nd
 Council of Governorôs Mtg ï Binghamton 

   26    Cold Spring Harbor 
   27    The Islips 
 
Nov.    2    Fall Conference ï Watermill Inn 
    4    Amityville 
    5    Patchogue 
    9    2

nd
 Cabinet Mtg ï Riverhead Polish Hall 

   11   Brentwood NY Islanders 
   12   North Sea 
   18   Port Jefferson 
   19   Melville 
 
Dec.     2   Farmingville-Holtsville 
     3   Patchogue Lioness-Lions 
     8   Greenlawn 
     9   West Babylon 
   10   Central Islip 
   16   Bayport-Blue Point (Holiday visit) 
    
 

  
Jan.      5   Hauppauge-Smithtown 
      6   Selden-Central Brookhaven 
    13   Babylon 
    19   Lake Grove 
    20   Northport-Centerport 
    21   Blue Point-Bayport 

   28   Holbrook 
     
Feb.      2   The Hamptons Lioness 
      3   St. James 
    17   Bayport-Blue Point (reg. Visit) 
    18   Suffolk South Shore 
    24   Huntington 
           26-28   3

rd
 Council of Governorôs Mtg - Syracuse 

 
March      2   Rocky Point 
      3   Deer Park 
      8   3

rd
 Cabinet Meeting 

    11   Hampton Bays 
  TBA   Lionôs Day with the U.N. (off-site) 
    18   Shelter Island 
    25   Medford-North Patchogue    
 
April     6   Smithtown Lioness 
           16-18   DGE School ï Binghamton 
    20   East End Lions 
 
May        13   4

th
 Council Meeting - Buffalo 

           14-16   NYS Convention ï Buffalo 
    24   4

th
 Cabinet Meeting ï The Oar 

 
June         11   DG Testimonial ï Beach Club Estate 
           23-27   DGE School ï Sydney, Australia 
           28-  2   International Convention ï Sydney, Australia 
 
 

CLUBS BEING FINALIZED AS OF JUNE 09 ï  
VISITATIONS TBA 

 
North Amityville 
St. Josephôs Campus Club 
Westhampton Beach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Club Dates 
Oct. 7

th
 -  Brookhaven Great South Bay Charter  Night      

 

Upcoming Events 
Labor Day Weekend ï Saturday and Sunday ï The 

Montauk Point Lions Annual Crafts Fair at Lions 

Field in Montauk 

 

Sept 9
th
 ï Babylon Lions Club Past Presidents Golf 

and Barbeque ï 3 PM ï Sumpwams Creek GC 75 

Cedar St., Babylon ï BBQ at 6 PM - $45 - For info 

contact Ed McCarthy 587-2105 

 

Sept 12
th
 ï Brookhaven Great South Bay Garage 

Sale ï at Lion Madeline Grossoôs house on Mt. 

Vernon Ave. in Medford. 

 

Sept 12
th
 - Babylon Lions  Bratwurst Sale - 

Babylon Beautification Society Crafts Fair ï for 

more info email Bob Palmieri at 

rcp716@ix.netcom.com 

 

 Sept 16
th

 - District 20S Golf Outing ï for info 

contact CS/T Shirley Chamberlain at 475-4622 

or schamberlain@optonline.net 

 

Sept 16
th
 ï E. Hampton Lions 60

th
 Anniversary 

Charter Night Celebration & Raffle - $20 ï For 

info call Jack Ecker 324-1639 

 

Sept 19
th
 ï Cold Spring Harbor Lions Annual 

Kayak Raffle Drawing ï at the Childrenôs Fishing 

Derby.  For more info contact Martin S. Norton 

692-6179 

 

October 3
rd

 & 4
th
 ï Patchogue Lioness Lions Club 

Yard Sale ï 92 Vernon St., Patchogue 

 

October 11
th
 ï Suffolk County Lions Diabetes 

Education Foundation Kick-off Meeting ï 33 Old 

Medford Ave Rt 112, Medford ï 7:30 PM 

 

October 12
th
 ï Brookhaven Great South Bay 

Military Bridge ï Knights of Columbus Hall, 1
st
 St. 

in Patchogue ï 7PM - $10.00.  For info, contact 

Lion Selena Mitchell at 363-6412 or Lion Eileen 

Maida at 472 ï 3412 

 

November 5
th
 ï East End Lions Fashion Show at 

Georgios 

 

 

  

International News  
 

Turning the Page on Illiteracy 

Poverty impacts the lives of many families in the 

Philippines who struggle to survive. In some 

Filipino communities, there is only one textbook 

for every five students. And fewer than 20 percent 

of schools in the country have computers. 

 

The Lions step in: 
Japanese and Filipino Lions teamed up to build a 

library in the Philippines for children in need. 

ñWe decided to build this library so that the 

children in this community can have a place to 

research and study,ò said Geraldine Colomo of 

the Makati Golden Lions Club. Lions also felt the 

library needed a multi-media center. ñA computer 

is necessary nowadays,ò said Shinzo Suzuki of 

the Nagoya West Lions Club. ñSo I like them to 

study or get more knowledge about computer 

use.ò And with support from Lions Clubs 

International Foundation (LCIF), Lions provided 

new computers and educational software for the 

library. 

A new chapter: 

ñThrough the help of LCIF, the Nagoya West 

Lions Club and the Makati Golden Lions Club 

built a library for the children to have an 

education,ò said Pat Serrano of the Makati Golden 

Lions Club. Just knowing that the children will be 

educated and have a bright future ahead of them is 

extremely gratifying to the Lions who took part in 

the project. According to Dang Loreano, a 

member of the Makati Golden Lions Club, ñI 

hope that through this library these kids will 

realize their dreams someday.ò 

Partnerships: 
LCIF provided an international assistance grant 

for the library. Lions in the Philippines also 

partnered with Lions from Japan to complete the 

project. 

 

mailto:rcp716@ix.netcom.com
mailto:schamberlain@optonline.net


 

 

 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

VISIONS VCB UPDATE 
By 

Lion PCS/T Skip Meinhold & Khaled Musa 

 The VISIONS VCB Executive Committee board voted 
during the Lions Work Day on June 6, 2009, to repair 
VCBôs broken AC units in Mannieôs Place recreation 
hall.  This space is the only large capacity indoor area 
at VCB and is used continuously during each summer 
season.  It is critical to have all 3 units in that hall 
working to accommodate the 175 participants that can 
be present at any time in that programming area. (The 
area is used as a training center and hosts speakers / 
panel discussions throughout the summer season. On 
August 2, 2009, during a particularly rainy afternoon, 
the hall hosted over 170 Lions during VCB Lions 
Family Day ceremonies.)  It was discussed that the 
cost would be $15,000 to repair the broken unit and 
revamp the old system, including all piping, 
installation, and unit replacement work. 

As noted above, the cost is huge, but it must be 
completed to accommodate the 600 visually impaired 
and blind individuals that VISIONS VCB plans to serve 
next summer. The committee voted to apply for a NYS 
& Bermuda Foundation Grant of $ 5,000 and match 
$10,000 to complete the Project.  District 20-R1 
agreed to apply for the grant for VCB. 

 
 Updates on current status of the Grant. 
District 20-R1 1

st
 VDG Michael Bryceland, who is a 

trustee on the Board of the Foundation, reported that 
the grant was received well by all members. However, 
the grant committee suggested that we resubmit the 
grant by Sept. 30

th
 documenting that VISIONS has set 

aside the $10,000 match to complete the project. So 
far Lions have raised $1750, and the participants 
raised $2,150 (for a total of $3900) towards reaching 
that goal of $10,000.  However, we still need to raise 
$6,100 by September 30

th
 to meet our goal.   

It is my hope that you will help us make up the $6,100 
difference by asking clubs in your district to make a 
special contribution towards this project.  Checks 
should note that this donation is for the air conditioning 
repair. 
  
 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2009 
LCIF: A World of Success  

Listed here are some of the accomplishments of 

LCIF. These figures are as of a few years ago. 

They have grown worldwide: 

¶ LCIF has approved more than US$320 

million in grants. For example, during 

2001-1002, LCIF provided US$38.3 

million for 469 grants in 70 countries 

¶ LCIFôs projects span the globe. Among 
current projects are cataract campaigns in 

South America and Africa, blindness 

prevention in the U.S. and Europe and 

building hospitals and training in Asia. 

¶ LCIF is battling preventable blindness 

with much success. River Blindness has 

been eradicated in Colombia. Other 

statistics include: cataract surgeries done: 

3,401,435; treatments for river blindness: 

46,837,824; eye hospitals built or 

expanded: 154; eye centers given 

equipment upgrades: 296; 

ophthalmologists, ophthalmic nurses and 

allied health workers trained: 13,886; and 

village health workers trained for primary 

eye care services or disease control: 

54,004 

¶ LCIFôs partnerships have brought in 
wonderful results. Its partnership with 

Special Olympics has enabled more than 

21,000 Special Olympics athletes to 

receive vision screenings and, if necessary, 

free glasses. Its partnership with Habitat 

for Humanity International has resulted in 

more than 500 homes built for people with 

disabilities. 

Hope these statistics have made you realize how 

worthwhile it is to support LCIF!  

Sincerely yours in Lionism, 

PDG Marie Petraitis 

LCIF District Coordinator 2009-2012 

August 2009 

 

 

 



 

REQUEST FROM DG LORRI KERZNER  

During the month of August, I have received two urgent requests that I believe the 

Lions of District 20-S can help with.   

If you read the VCB Update article from PCS/T Skip Meinhold, you will see that there 

is a real need for early donations to Visions Center for Blindness.  Below is a list of 

clubs and their past 5 year total donations.  If each club continues to make those 

donations, it will go a long way toward VCB reaching their goal of $6,100 by 

September 30, 2009.   

Past Participation (2004-2009) 
Babyloné                   $2,000            

Bay Shoreé   $  950 

Bridgehamptoné   $  100                 
Brightwatersé   $  300                     

BGSBé    $1350 

Central Islipé   $  200 
East Hamptoné   $  500 

Farmingville-Holtsvileé  $  100 

Greenlawné   $  100 
Hampton Baysé   $  250 

Holbrooké   $  125 

Huntington Manoré   $  150 
Mattitucké                  $13500 

Melvilleé    $3100 

Montauké   $  600 
North Babyloné   $1950 

North Seaé   $2500 

Northport-Centerporté  $  750 
Oakdale-Sayvilleé   $  550 

Patchogue Lioness-Lionsé  $  600 

Port Jeffersoné   $5300 

Riverheadé.   $  350 

Rocky Pointé   $  700 

Sag Harboré   $  125 
Shelter Islandé   $  600 

Smithtown Lionessé   $    50 

South Countryé   $  250 
Southamptoné   $  450 

Suffolk South Shoreé  $2100 

The Islipé   $2035 
West Babyloné   $1700 

Lion Robert J. Straubé  $    50 

DG Lorri Kerzneré   $  150 
Lion Jim Corrigané   $    70 

 TOTAL   $43755  GREAT JOB! 

 

 

Secondly, the Helen Keller Services for the Blind in Huntington has asked the Lions to 

consider making donations to their facility between now and December.  Apparently 

they have an issue with their sewer system.  The town of Huntington has agreed to 

extend the sewer system; however, the Center itself needs to pay for hook up and proper 

sealing of the cesspools.  They have received an estimate of approximately $25,000.  

Since the center has to be closed whenever there is a back up, this affects their clients.   

 

I know it is early into the Lionôs year, but I do hope your clubs will consider helping 

these two institutions if you can. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CAMP BADGER UPDATE 
by  

PDG Tony Cuteri 

Hello Lions, Lioness and Leo's,  

Hope everyone is enjoying the summer so 

far, sorry I can not help you with the heat. I would 

first like to thank the members of the Patchogue 

Lioness-Lions Club for their efforts and 

contribution of five hundred and seven Box Tops 

for Education. Attached  to this article is a sample 

of what one type of box top coupon looks like. 

Each box top is redeemable by the camp for the 

value of 10 cents each. So you can see these add 

up, and help the camp operate. Perhaps your club 

or some members would like to help by saving 

these also, and you can contact me to pick them 

up when you have a substantial amount.  

  The camp hosted several hundred children 

in late June, for a field day, which turned out to 

be just wonderful for all. The educational summer 

program took place for six weeks and has now 

come to an end for this year. The NYS Education 

Department loved the program and has the camp 

as a One of a Kind in the State of New York. 

 The children not only worked on school 

subjects, but also on self help skills so they could 

be out on their own or in group homes as adults. 

The camp also buddied up with businesses in the 

area to help teach them job skills and the staff at 

the camp did a marvelous job. 

  Verizon and IBM have sent in teams of 

volunteers that painted cabins and the dining hall 

this spring. They also landscaped the memorial 

garden. 

   The camp is in need of funds for 

maintenance and scholarships for children. It cost 

more than $8000 per child for the 6 week program 

and NYS pays less than half the cost. We would 

like to winterize all the building so we can use the 

facility earlier in the spring and later in the fall. 

  So let me end by just asking you to keep 

the camp in your thoughts and please help when 

you can for this is the LIONS Camp Badger. 

   May your tomorrow be better then today.   

   

                                           Kind Regards, YIL 

 

 

LEOS UPDATE 
By 

Hal Kramer 

  

We are planning on adding two new clubs, Deer 

Park High School, Coram Youth Activity Center 

(Holtsville - Farmingville). We ask all LIONS 

clubs that would like to sponsor a Leo's club to 

consider alternative locations as well.  

  

We would like to spread the Leo's program 

throughout Suffolk, but not at the expense of 

existing clubs. For clubs that cannot spark interest 

in their local high schools, please consider a youth 

center,  Let's talk about how we can manage and 

spread the program. 

  

We need help on the Leo's committee. PDG Andy 

Viola and I would like to invite LIONS members 

of our district in planning and carrying out 

activities for this calendar year. We need LIONS 

who are interested helping put together the LEOS 

conference, as well as a possible trip. We will be 

setting up a meeting for October for all interested. 

Please contact me at the following: 

  

HAL KRAMER  

  

(631) 474-1311, hdk1@optonline.net.  

  

YIL,  

Hal 
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PEACE POSTER NEWS 
 

22nd  Annual Lions International 
Peace Poster Contest 

ñThe Power of Peaceò 

 January 15: Kits go on sale from the Club 

Supplies Sales Department at International 

Headquarters.  

 October 1: Deadline to purchase kits from the 

Club Supplies Sales Department at International 

Headquarters.  

 November 15: Postmark deadline for a club to 

send one winning poster (per contest sponsored) 

to the district governor.  

 December 1: Postmark deadline for a governor 

to send one winning district poster to multiple 

district council chairperson.  

 December 1: Postmark deadline for a governor 

not belonging to a multiple district to send one 

winning poster to the Public Relations 

Department at International Headquarters.  

 December 1: Postmark deadline for a club not 

belonging to a district to send one winning entry 

to the Public Relations Department at 

International Headquarters.  

 December 15: Postmark deadline for the 

multiple district council chairperson to send one 

winning poster to the Public Relations 

Department at International Headquarters.  

 February 1: International winners will be notified 

on or before this date.  

Participating Clubs for 2009: 

Blue Point-Bayport Lions 
 

Wonôt you participate? 

 

 

 

THE LIONS EYE BANK FOR L.I. 

NEWS 
by 

Lion Mike Dickson 

 

 The Lions Eye Bank for Long Island, a 

part of the North Shore-LIJ Health System, was 

created in 1986 to provide the people of Long 

Island the freshest, highest quality donor eye 

tissue possible. The Lions Eye Bank has since 

expanded its reach to serve the people of 

Brooklyn and Queens, and now in fact can boast 

providing corneas not only to surgeons in the 

entire metropolitan area, but throughout the world 

as well. 

 

 Since its inception, the Lion Eye Bank for 

Long Island, with support of Lions Clubs located 

throughout Nassau, Suffolk, Brooklyn and 

Queens, has provided over 10,000 corneas for 

sight restoring transplants. 

 

 The Lions Eye Bank for Long Island, long 

considered a hidden jewel, is poised to take the 

next step and achieve greater heights. An 

ambitious new program is underway to transform 

its facility to include state of the art technology 

while also empowering the Lions Eye Bank to 

engage in outreach and eye donor awareness 

programs as never before possible.  The dawn of a 

new era for the Lions Eye Bank is upon us. 

Become a part of This Unique opportunity. 

 

Give the Gift of Sight 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

                                                   

 

 

GUIDE DOG FOUNDATION FOR 

THE BLIND NEWS 
By  

Lion Bernie Ferracane 

 

Libra  
 

Well itôs now official, almost. Libra, my current 

guide dog puppy is going to be a breeder dog. 

That simply means that I will keep her and she 

will be bred at the foundation and will have the 

puppies in my home. A home environment makes 

a happier puppy then in a kennel. She still has to 

be x-rayed to make sure her hips and joints are ok. 

 

 The new puppy that my club is going to sponsor 

is JT named in honor of Marilyn Tucciôs husband 

and I will be raising it also. Needless to say I will 

be busy; the puppies are weaned off the mom at 

about five weeks old and then go back to GDF for 

further care. They will be medically checked, 

tattooed and personality evaluated. Libra will be 

bred about once a year for about 5 to 7 years. And 

after that she will be retired and of course be one 

of our dogs. 

 

 I was informed by GDF that she potentially will 

be worth a lot more money. It cost about $55,000 

to raise one guide dog if Libra has 6 to 8 puppies 

each time, well you can do the math. So I guess 

$6,000 to sponsor a dog is just a spit in the bucket. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

THE DIABETES WELLNESS 

CENTER NEWS 
by 

PDG Andy Viola 

 

Our Lionôs board has been very busy.  We are 

planning three diplomat walks.  The three schools 

will be Sachem, Medford-N. Patchogue and 

Longwood.  In total, there will be at least 25 

schools. We are hoping to raise over $150,000.  

The board has been working hard arranging 

meetings with these schools. 

 

Our big dream for next year is to have a float in 

the Macyôs Thanksgiving Day Parade.  We will 

have celebrities walking in front of and behind the 

float.  Lions from MD 20 would also be walking 

with the float in the MD 20 uniform.   Meanwhile, 

the announcers on the television would be telling 

a very large audience what Lions do and if 

interested, please call the number on the screen.   

 

We are trying to bring awareness to diabetes.  

These celebrities have diabetes or have children 

with juvenile diabetes.   We would very much like 

EACH Lionôs club in our district to have a 

Diabetes Chairperson come on board with us. 

 

This summer, our diabetes foundation gave 

$7,000 to the Cornell Cooperation Extension of 

Suffolk County.  This money help send 48 

children with diabetes to camp for a free week.   

 

At the NYS convention we gave a seminar on 

diabetes.  Approximately 8 districts are now 

looking into starting this program up.  Thanks to 

the dream of the Patchogue Lions Club, this 

dream is coming true. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
CLUBS BY THE NUMBERS 

 

Club Name                               # of                  State Dues      Intôl Dues          Reports         Membership 

                                                members            Current           Current             Current                   +/- 

     
Amityville         15                4/08 

Babylon         84       8/09 

Bayport-Blue Point       16       8/09  -2 

Bay Shore        54       8/09  +4 

Blue Pt-Bayport        29       8/09  -2 

Brentwood NY Islanders       24       8/09  -2 

Bridgehampton        23       5/09 

Brightwaters        32       8/09  -3 

Brookhaven Great South Bay      27       3/09 

Central Islip        21       8/09  +1 

Cold Spring Harbor       18       8/09  -1 

Cutchogue        24       8/09   

Deer Park        29       3/09 

East End Lions        47       8/09  +1 

East Hampton        43       8/09 

Farmingville-Holtsville       20       12/08 

Greenlawn        11       5/09 

Hampton Bays        31       7/09  +1 

Hauppauge-Smithtown       11       8/07 

Holbrook        23       8/09  +1 

Huntington        26       3/09 

Lake Grove        21       8/09 

Mastics-Shirley        14       4/09 

Mattituck        73                      8/09  -5 

Medford-N. Patchogue       13       7/09 

Melville         29       8/09 

Montauk Point        38       7/09   

N. Babylon        14       8/09 

N. Amityville (new club) 

Northport-Centerport       13       8/09 

North Sea        23       3/09 

Patchogue        84       8/09   

Patchogue Lioness-Lions       38       8/09      

Port Jefferson        57       8/09 

Riverhead        21       8/09  -1 

Rocky Point        45       8/09               +1   

Sag Harbor        34     8/18/09  8/09 

Selden-Central Brookhaven      14       8/09  -7 

Shelter Island        84       4/09 

South Country        28       2/09 

Southampton        20       8/09 

St. James        12       9/08 

St. Josephôs College        0       3/06 

Suffolk South Shore       33       8/09 

The Islips        19       8/09 

The Moriches         9       3/08 

West Babylon        32       8/09 

Westhampton Beach (new club)      21       5/09 

       

Smithtown Lioness        

The Hampton Lioness 

*As of August 28, 2009 



 



 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANTED  - gently used laptops or desk top 

computers.  If you are upgrading your 

home computer, please consider donating 

your old computer to SILO (Suffolk 

Independent Living Organization).  

Computers can be given to Lion Gary 

Feuer - feuerg@optonline.net.  These 

computers are upgraded with a talking 

program (JAWS) which enables the clients 

to use computers and helps them gain 

employment.  Thank you in advance for 

your generosity. 

VISION SCREENING  

 
Our District has a vision screener that can be made available to your club.  It is a very 

compact and non invasive device that can be used to screen children at an early age (2-

5) for vision defects such as myopia (nearsightedness), hyperopia (farsightedness) and 

astigmatism. 

The clubs can use this screener at a fund raiser or a health fair.  We ask that any club 

wishing to use this screener get in touch with Lion Gary Feuer by email at 

feuerg@optonline.net or by calling 631 428-4604. 

We ask you to give us some time to arrange for you to get the unit and to have 2 to 3 

members come to learn the use of the screener.  We will try and provide you with 

someone who will be able to use the screener depending on the availability of such a 

person.  
 

Please advise DG Lorri if you are 

interested in chairing any of the following 

committees at the next NYS convention 

(Buffalo).  In order to be considered for 

the position of committee chair you need 

to have worked on the appointed 

committee in 3 of the last 5 years at the 

MD 20 conventions.  The committees are:  

Credentials, Sergeant-at-arms, 

Nominations, Voting and Flag Ceremony.  

She will need this information before 

October 22nd.  Thank you. 

 

Directory Change: 

Deer Park Lions ï  

new President: 

Gino Bartalani, c/o Deer Park 

Lions, PO Box 412,  

Deer Park, NY 11729 

Email: bigblue0924@aol.com 

 

mailto:feuerg@optonline.net
mailto:feuerg@optonline.net
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LOOKING FOR A NEW FUND RAISING IDEA ï SEE BELOW 

 

 

 



 

 


