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Who’s Who? 
 

DG Bruce D’Abramo 
(631) 363-6412 

Pfm225@optonline.net 
 

IPDG Lorri Kerzner 
(631) 476-1979 

Luv2lm@optonline.net 
 

1st VDG Paul Wernersbach 
(631) 666-2110 

Sunset_three@yahoo.com 
 

2nd VDG George Kienzle 
(631) 957-2324 

Boatpeopl8@verizon.net 
 

CS/T Frances Gates 
(631) 476-0580 

Gates4home@aol.com 
 

ZC Tim Mieschberger (Zone 1) 
(631) 969-0554 

Captim67@aol.com 
 

ZC Brian Freier (Zone 2) 
(631) 543-8562 

bfreier@hotmail.com 
 

ZC Peter Tamsen (Zone 3) 
(631) 666-6929 

pdtlilaw@aol.com 
 

ZC Judie Swiss (Zone 4) 
(631) 399-2156 

Judieswiss73043@optonline.net 
 

ZC Louise Ebert (Zone 5) 
(631) 289-4485 

Louiseebert@hotmail.com 
 

TBA  (Zone 6) 
(631)  

 
 

ZC Frances Gates (Zone 7) 
(631) 476-0580 

Gates4home@aol.com 
 

ZC Carlon Chick Grub (Zone 8) 
(631) 921-0324 

chickgrubb@yahoo.com 
 

 

A Message from DG Bruce  
 
 

Dear Lions 
 
I just returned from our Third Council of Governors’ Meeting in Syracuse. 
We discussed the upcoming lions MD20 Convention in Rochester on April 
29th through May 1st. It looks like it will be a great convention. Look for the 
registration form later in this newsletter or go to the NYS website 
http://www.md20lions.com/ 
 
I’m looking forward to the opening flag ceremony. We will have the 
opportunity to see a Rochester Red Wing minor league baseball game. 
The final state wide vote for redistricting is also scheduled to be 
conducted. The Saturday night event is Hooray for Hollywood. You may 
dress up as your favorite movie star. Our own district will be well 
represented with educational seminars from our Diabetes Foundation and 
The Gift of Life Committee. PDG Charlie and Gloria Burton will present a 
seminar on doing a community needs assessment. Please make every 
effort to attend. Whether it’s your 1st convention or your 30th I am sure you 
will enjoy it. 
 
I have been enjoying my club visits and am looking forward to completing 
them in March and April. I’ve had the chance to meet many new friends 
and see lots of Lions I haven’t seen for a while.  
 
As a reminder, please make sure your club’s Nominating Committee has 
been formed. Club elections should be held before April 15th.  
 
 In closing, I would like to congratulate Lion Bernie Ferricane from the 
Lions Club of the Islips for being selected as the winner of the PDG 
Leadership Award for District 20-S.  He will be honored at the State 
Convention in Rochester.  
 
 
Yours in Lionism 
 
 
Bruce M. D’Abramo, District Governor 
 

Visit our website at 
www.suffolkcountylions.org 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

��������	�
�	����	�
�
�����
�   

��������������   

   

��������	
�������
���������������
����������������� �����������
������	
������	�
�����
��������������������
������	
�������	
������ �����
����
���	���	�����
�������
����
���
���	����
���������

�����
��������	 ���������������

���
	�

���������
������������
�����	��
���������	
�����   

����������	
����	����	��
��������
��



���	�����
� ������� ��������	�
	�
!
	
�"���	��

��
�������	
���������	�
������
���	�� ��������

��
������������	
�����
	���
�������#���
�����
����� ����$���������������
���
��������
����	�����������	��
����
���	���
��������� ���	
�����
������%�	��������

��������

���
���	�
�
�	����	����	��   

   

��� ��������������� �  

���������   

�������������������� �����!"�   

�
���
����	�	�����	��
�� �  

!
����&
���	���   

   

� '
��������������������
��
�(
�)��������������
������ ��
	�  

!
	
�"���	������*+$������������������������������
� �,�  

���

���������	��
����
��
�����
�������	�������   

������������������	��	�����
���������������   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lions District 20-S Gift of Life Committee 
 
My wife, Gwen and I are a donor family as a result of the tragic death of our son in a car accident when he was 21 years old. 
Shortly after his death we received a letter from the eye bank informing us, “as a result of your decision, two people now see.” In 
our time of grief it was comforting to know something good could come out of something so horrible. My brother was the 
President of East Hampton Lions Club and he explained to me how Lions are focused on sight and sight restoration. I immediately 
became a Lion. When I became president of our club we initiated a partnership with the New York Organ Donors Network, 
(NYODN) to implement the Donate Life East Hampton Campaign. NYODN tracks organ donor registrations by zip code and they 
found during the first year of our campaign, organ donor registrations increased 30% in the Hamptons. 
 
This year our District Governor Bruce D’Abramo created a new District 20-S committee with the idea of duplicating the campaign 
we initiated in East Hampton that eventually spread to Southampton, Shelter Island and Sag Harbor Lions Clubs to grow into a 
Suffolk County wide campaign to include all clubs in District 20-S. He asked me to chair it and in October we had the first 
organizational meeting with founding committee members: IPDG Lion Lorri Kerzner, Lion Hal Kramer, Lion Stephen Knapik, 
Lion Paul Henneforth and Karen Cummings, (Public & Professional Education Specialist, NYODN). 
 
The committee’s stated purpose is to “Promote Education and Awareness of Organ Donation and Transplantation.” To achieve the 
committee’s purpose we established the following goals: 
 

·  To form a partnership between the District 20-S Lions and the New York Organ Donor Network for the purpose of 
implementing an organ, tissue and eye donation campaign in order to increase organ donor awareness and donor 
registrations; ultimately increasing organ, tissue and eye donations and transplantations. 

·  Speak at Houses of Worship to increase organ donor awareness and donations. 
·  Increase representatives of this committee (train the trainers) and eventually expand to each district in NYS to increase 

organ donor awareness and donations. 
·  Research the possibility of setting up a bank account for the committee. 
·  Create or obtain from NYODN PSAs for radio station distribution. 
·  Hold fund raiser dinners for designated honorees that help promote organ donor awareness. 

 
The Gift of Life Committee seeks the help and support from every Lion in District 20-S. Without this support we will not be able 
to achieve our goals. The stakes are high. One organ donor can save up to 8 lives. The same donor can also save or improve the 
lives of up to 50 people by donating corneas and tissues. Every cornea that is donated on Long Island helps the Lions Eye Bank 
grow stronger and prosper. Nearly 110,000 people need life-saving organ transplants in the United States. (Solid organs: Hearts, 
kidneys, pancreases, lungs, livers and intestines). There were just 8,021 deceased organ donors in the United States in 2009. A 
total of 21,855 organs were transplanted because these donors gave the gift of life. Each day, on average, 18 people die in the 
United States because of the shortage of organ donors. Every 11 minutes, a new name is added to the national organ transplant 
waiting list. Each year, more than one million people need lifesaving and life-improving tissues, and corneas. (Tissues: Heart 
valves, cardiovascular tissue, bone and soft musculoskeletal tissue, and skin). Approximately 9,600 people need lifesaving organ 
transplants in New York State, of which approximately 8,000 people are listed in the greater New York metropolitan area. In 
2009, there were just 423 deceased organ donors in New York State, 285 of them in the greater New York metropolitan area. The 
task we committed to is great. Please help us now. 
 
We ask you first to begin a conversation with your family about organ, tissue and eye donation. Second, please sign up on the 
donor registry; information can be found on the following website: ����������	
���
����  . Third, we ask you to invite the Gift 
of Life Committee to your club’s meeting and allow us to share how they can participate in the Lions Donate Life Suffolk 
County Campaign. If you know a member of the committee contact them directly otherwise please contact me at: 
 
Email: ������������������
������  
Cell or Text: 631-880-2910 
 
Thank-you for your help. 
 
Committed to Lionism, 
 
Lion Frank Dalene 



Upcoming Events 

Date Organization Event Contact Phone 

 

March 19th  

 

Riverhead 

Corned Beef & 

Cabbage Dinner 

 

 

 

727-3626 

 

April 1 st  

 

Patchogue 

 

Colossal Super Raffle 

 

Kevin Carleton 

 

745-7506 

 

April 15 th  

 

Northport-Centerport  

 

Night at the Races 

 

Howard 

Bill  

 

269-1091 

236-3556 

 

April 16 th  

Brookhaven Great 

South Bay 

 

Spaghetti Dinner 

 

Eileen Maida 

 

472-3412 

 

May 2nd 

 

Port Jefferson 

 

Annual Golf Outing 

 

Michael Burner 

Chris Torres 

 

255-4040 

473-7100 x 1167 

 

May 6th 

 

Central Broohaven 

 

Chinese Auction 

 

Ira Brickman 

 

345-0589 

 

May 12th 

 

Suffolk South Shore 

 

Fashion 

Show/Auction 

 

Janet Gottlieb 

Carol Byrne 

 

589-9367 

581-5708 

 

May 24th 

 

Southampton 

 

Golf Outing 

 

Ken Moffa 

 

283-3943 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DG Schedule 
  

April 5 Smithtown Lioness 
16-19 International Board of Directors 
19 East End Lions 
28 4th Council of Governors Meeting 
29-30 MD20 Convention Rochester 

 
May 9 4th Cabinet Meeting 
  Brian Scotts, Miller Place 
 
June 10 District Governor Banquet 
  Lombardi’s on the Sound 
  Port Jefferson 
 
July 4-8 International Convention 
  Seattle, Washington 

Like to Share? 
 

Club pics, happenings, and just plain 
old GOOD NEWS!!!! 

 
Please email either PDG Pat Mitchell 

or DG Bruce D’Abramo 
 

Thank you!! 
 

Lion Colleen Mannix 
Newsletter Editor 

631-838-0216 
Tbontb1119@aol.com 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2011 
THE VALUE OF GIVING 

(FROM THE “LION”) 
 
 
 

How much would you pay for a pair of shoes? Would you pay $50, $150? Before paying, ask 
yourself a few questions. How often will I wear these shoes? Will they last? Do they match my navy 
suit or red skirt? What is the value of these shoes to me? 

 
Now, consider the value you might place on helping someone. Will your assistance really 

make a difference? What would happen if you didn’t help? What do you have to do? 
 
When a Lion says, “We Serve”, does that only relate to working on a community project or 

does that also extend to giving? Would you consider service as working an extra hour if it supports 
Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) and helps an individual receive cataract surgery? 

 
Your donations to LCIF are extremely valuable to those served. A donation of $20 helped 

Felecia Oteria from Chiapas, Mexico, receive sight-saving cataract surgery. She can now see her 
grandchildren for the first time. Dan McCarthy of Iowa knows the value of this gift. His son, Tye, 
received glasses through Opening Eyes, an LCIF partnership program with Special Olympics. 

 
These are a couple of examples of what LCIF programs accomplish each day. With a small 

donation of $20, LCIF can save three people from preventable or reversible blindness, support a 
Lions Quest student or help provide aid to those affected by natural disasters. By donating only $20 
– less than the cost of a dinner for two – you could have a life altering impact on three individuals 
who would be facing a lifetime of blindness without your help. 

 
Although November was Contributing Member month, I encourage all of you to make a $20 

donation. I still have pins for those of you who want to donate. As a matter of fact, for a donation of 
$30, you can get this year’s Contributing Member pin as well as last year’s. Just let me know when I 
visit your clubs or send me a check (payable to LCIF) and I’ll get the pins to you. Hoping to hear 
from many of you. 

 
 
 

Sincerely yours in Lionism, 
PDG Marie Petraitis 
LCIF District Coordinator 2009-2012 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 2011 
LIONS AFFORDABLE HEARING AID PROJECT 

(AHAP) 
 
 
 
 

Lions are reaching hearing-impaired people of limited income in almost every community in 
the U.S, by using the Lions volunteer infrastructure of over 12,000 clubs in 48 districts. Lions are 
providing high-quality, low-cost hearing aids through AHAP, a project of Lions Clubs International 
Foundation. Lions AHAP is dedicated to helping provide aids to people who could not otherwise 
afford them. Individuals cannot apply directly to LCIF but must work through their local Lions Club. 

 

The World Health Organization estimates that 278 million people worldwide suffer from 
severe hearing or worse. Thirty million Americans suffer from hearing loss. Nearly seven million 
Americans who need hearing aids cannot afford them. Most insurance companies do not cover 
hearing aids, and the “low-priced” hearing aids often are poor in quality and of little use.  

 

How does this program work? Lions AHAP involves using hearing care professionals and 
focuses on low-income beneficiaries. The services of hearing care professionals are needed to 
conduct tests, order ear molds, program the hearing aids and do follow-up care.  Currently Lions 
AHAP is distributing to types of hearing aids through a partnership with Rexton, Inc. in cooperation 
with participating Lions foundations, districts and clubs, and hearing care professionals. Lions clubs, 
districts and hearing programs are able to order one or both aids from Lions AHAP. 

 

The aids are available to both existing and new Lions hearing programs. Lions AHAP will 
assist Lions clubs and districts wishing to begin distributing the aid. 

 

Lions AHAP has also established an agree-ment with HearUSA for a negotiated rate for 
audiolo-gists at the company’s 170 stores in 10 states to provide fittings and screenings at a 
negotiated reduced rate. To find a store, you can visit the website HearUSA.com. This agreement 
only covers HearUSA businesses and does not extend to other providers in the network. 

 

Just one of the great ways LCIF helps those in need ! 
 

 
 
 
Sincerely yours in Lionism, 
PDG Marie Petraitis, LCIF District Coordinator  

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear DG Bruce D'Abramo, 
  
Your visit to our club was truly historic with 12 MJFs given out. The club enjoyed your visit. As 
requested by you I am sending you a photo taken on this occasion. We would greatly 
appreciate it if you can arrange to have the photo and the suggested brief article included in the 
next issue of the multiple's newsletter. A copy of our club's newsletter is also attached. 
  
Suggested article:  
 
At the Melville Lions meeting on January 6, during District Governor Lion Bruce D'Abramo's 
visit, 12 members were honored with either their first Melvin Jones Fellowship (MJF) or MJF 
progressives. PIP Lion Al Brandel mentioned that in his wide world-wide travels, he has rarely 
seen such an event. DG Bruce D'Abramo  
called it unique and said the club should be proud of this achievement. These fellowships were 
the result of the club becoming a model club by making a major donation to Campaign Sight 
First II. The recipients are shown with PIP Lion Al Brandel and DG Lion Bruce D'Abramo.   
   
The names below are the members who received the awards:  
   
Lion Leo Hedbavny 8th Progressive, Lion Steve Tremaroli a 2nd Progressive, Lion Neal 
Golub a 2nd Progressive, Lion Marianne Tremaroli a Progressive, Lion Balan Nagraj a 
Progressive, Lion Brian Freier a Progressive, Lion Richard Hoffman a Progressive, Lion Pat 
Freier a MJF, Lion Scott Firestone a MJF, Lion Karen Granville a MJF, Lion Georgette 
Herrmann a MJF, and Lion Howard Jung a MJF  
   
Please submit this article to the District, State and the International news letters.  
   
Thank you,  
ZC Brian Freier  
631-543-8562    
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Point Bayport LION Club recently had our Annual Country Dance/Chinese Auction. 
Here are a few photos of that event.  Lots of fun!  Even in a snow storm. 

  

  

DJ LION Ronnie Gentile Chinese Auction Baskets 

Full dance floor Happy Chinese Auction Winner 

Peace Poster Winner 
Blue Point Bayport Lions Club 

 

 

 

Governor Bruce D'Abramo, winner 
Connor Louro, Past Governor 

LION Hank Brand 
 

President LION Jim Mendelson with  
Winner Connor Louro 

 

Governor Bruce D'Abramo, runner up Lindsay Conroy, President LION Jim 
Mendelson, winner Connor Louro and Past Governor LION Hank Brand 

 



SUFFOLK LIONS PROMOTE AUDIBLE  

CROSSWALKS FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED  
  

By Patrick Mitchell  
  

On February 7 the Suffolk Lions servicing the Patchogue Community gathered together 
with Patchogue Village and Suffolk County to celebrate the recent installation of an audible 
crosswalk at the intersection of Waverly Avenue and Roe Boulevard located in Patchogue, NY.  
This audible crosswalk was installed based on a request made to the Suffolk County Department 
of Public Works. 

In July of 2008, the Suffolk Lions instituted a program to increase awareness concerning 
the need for more Audible Crosswalks in Suffolk County.  In 1925 Helen Keller challenged the 
Lions to become “Knights of the Blind” therefore this effort is a natural extension of what Lions 
do to increase awareness of vision issues.  Audible Crosswalks are installed at busy intersections 
to allow visually impaired people to proceed safely through crosswalks after they receive an 
audible prompt to do so, such as a beeping noise or words that signify it is now safe to cross the 
intersection.  The goal of this program is to allow visually impaired men and women to travel 
more safely thereby assuring greater independence, dignity and opportunity.  
 The Suffolk Lions are currently working with Helen Keller Services for the Blind (HKSB) 
and Suffolk Independent Living Organization (SILO) to address the above mentioned concerns 
regarding the visually challenged.  HKSB has a training program for the visually impaired 
which includes going out into the field and providing Orientation and Mobility instruction to 
help their clients develop the skills necessary to safely negotiate complex intersections.   SILO 
assists individuals with disabilities in developing essential life skills while also providing them 
with the necessary information and referrals so they can make informed decisions toward 
reaching their goals of living independently in the community. These organizations have 
contacted the Lions and asked them to advocate for their clients and request Audible 
Crosswalks at intersections where Orientation and Mobility Instructors have noticed potentially 
dangerous crossing conditions. 

If interested in learning more about this program please contact District Governor Bruce 
D’Abramo at 331-4293 or PDG Patrick Mitchell at 631-363-6412 or e-mail at 
pfm225@optonline.net. 

  
(L-R)  Bruce D’Abramo District Governor Suffolk Lio ns; Jack Eddington Suffolk County 
Legislator and PDG Patrick Mitchell Gift of Sight Co-Chair Suffolk Lions (Not in Photo) Paul 
Pontierri Patchogue Village Mayor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Suffolk Lions Vision Screening Team was asked to provide vision screenings as a 
community service to the children that reside at Help Suffolk, a transitional housing 
facility located in North Bellport.  Help Suffolk is a 76 unit facility for homeless families 
housing a maximum of 100 adults and 200 children at any given time.  Units are also 
available for people with disabilities.  
 Since its’ inception in 1990 Help Suffolk has served over 4,500 and places 
approximately 125 families per year into permanent housing. In addition, approximately 
50 percent of the heads of households have secured employment in over 120 companies 
throughout Suffolk County.  Help Suffolk is the largest facility for the homeless in 
Suffolk County.  The complex sits on seven acres of property and consists of four 
residential buildings, a community building, two playgrounds and a baseball field.  More 
information regarding the Help Suffolk Program can be obtained by contacting Executive 
Director Nancy Nunziata at 631-286-2400 extension 510. 
 The Suffolk Lions Vision Screening Team utilizes a Vision Screener to test for 
refractive errors i.e., Myopia (near sightedness) Hyperopia, (far sightedness) and 
astigmatism.  The Vision Screener prints out the results of the exam immediately and the 
results are given to the person that was examined, to the parent or guardian depending on 
the age of the individual being screened.  If the results indicate a need for further testing 
the team suggests that the client contact their eye care professional for a follow up and 
make an appointment for a comprehensive eye examination.   
 If your group or organization is interested in a visit by the Lions Vision Screening 
Team please contact Lion Dr. Gary Feuer our Vision Screening Chairperson at 631-428-
4604 
 Pictured (L-R) PDG Patrick Mitchell Suffolk Lions Vision Team; Stacey Henning 
Child Care Supervisor; Alicia Hickson; Ciena Pinkney Case Manager; Stacey Marter 
Team Leader; Veronica McKnight Director of Client Services; Matthew Sabia Recreation 
Supervisor;  Bruce D’Abramo Suffolk Lions District Governor; Lion Dr. Gary Feuer 
Vision Screening Chairperson; Linda Del Pesce Nurse; Aniell Daczka; Maria Palmer and 
Sharon Stanton Director of Medical Services 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUFFOLK LIONS AND LENSCRAFTERS 
PARTNER TO HELP THE 

VISUALLY IMPAIRED 
 

     By PATRICK MITCHELL 
 

The Farmingville-Holtsville Lions Club recently donated over 500 pairs of eyeglasses to 
Lenscrafters located at 3270 Middle Country Road Lake Grove, NY.  These eyeglasses were donated to 
the Farmingville-Holtsville Lions Club by Costco, the Sachem Library, the Holtsville Post Office and 
many other community minded organizations.  Lions Clubs International has been working with 
Luxottica Retail (Lenscrafters Parent Company) since 1988 to collect used eyewear to hand deliver to 
those needing lenses in developing countries. 
 Lions Club International is the World’s Largest Service Club Organization with approximately 
45,000 Clubs in 205 Countries and geographic areas.  The Suffolk Lions have a Gift of Sight Committee 
that is working with Lenscrafters to increase the numbers of lenses that are delivered internationally. 
 Since 1991, the Gift of Sight Foundation has worked in partnership with Lions Clubs Members 
around the world to perform optical missions.  Lions Clubs prepare clinic sites, provide recipients and 
arrange team accommodations, translators and equipment shipping.  This alliance has created over 115 
missions, delivering the Gift of Sight to more than 2 million people in need around the world. 
 Used eyewear collection is available at Luxottica Retail Stores under the auspices of the One 
Sight Community Eye Care Program which includes Lenscrafters, Pearle Vision, Target Optical and 
Sears Optical.  Any questions or concerns regarding eyeglass donations can be directed to Mary 
Fauchon, General Manager of the Lake Grove Lenscrafters at (631) 737-4455. 
 If interested in joining a Lions Club to help address vision and hearing issues in your 
community please contact Lion District Governor Bruce D’Abramo at (631) 242-4178, Lion Gary Feuer 
at (631) 428-4604 or PDG Patrick Mitchell at (631) 363-6412 or e-mail at pfm225@optonline.net. 
 
 Pictured (L-R) PDG Patrick Mitchell Gift of Sight Co-Chair; Lora Tripi Optometric 
Technician; Mike Dickson President Farmingville Holtsville Lions; Mary Fauchon Lenscrafters 
General Manager; Bruce D’Abramo District Governor Suffolk Lions; Mary Jane Corwin Sales 
Supervisor; Emmanual Neris Lab Technician and Stephanie Angel Optometric Technician  
 



 

 

SUFFOLK ASAFA LIONS CLUB HOLDS  
COMMUNITY ACCESS FORUM 

 
BY PATRICK MITCHELL 

 
 On December 9 the Suffolk Asafa Lions Club based in Amityville held a Community Access 
Forum to help educate the members of their community about a number of relevant issues.  This 
Lions Club has been in existence since May of 2009 and has reached out to local civic groups and 
other community based organizations as it regards vision, hearing and other education related 
programs geared to increase community awareness of programs that exist to help cope with 
personal and family related problems.   
 Topics included were the physical effects of Diabetes on individuals and how it affects the 
person’s family dynamic.  A representative of The Sensible Alternative spoke about the availability 
of healthy food choices that would assist in helping individuals effectively manage this chronic 
disease. 
 A representative of New York Life spoke about the need for a Life Folio Checklist that 
helps you and your family organize the key aspects of your life in an easy to complete way that you 
can share with those that are close to you, as well as your investment professional, attorney, 
accountant and executor. 
 The Suffolk Lions (District 20-S) made a presentation about the Gift of Sight Program 
currently operating under the auspices of District Governor Bruce D’Abramo.  This program has 
been responsible for many audible crosswalks being installed at busy intersections in Suffolk 
County to help the Visually Impaired safely cross these intersections.  Furthermore, this program 
has been able to provide free eyeglasses to the needy of Suffolk County through a partnership with 
Lenscrafters. 
 Lions Clubs International is the world’s largest secular service organization with over 
44,500 clubs and more than 1.4 million members in 203 countries around the world.  Lions Clubs 
Members exemplify their motto “We Serve.”  Lions Clubs focus on programs related to sight 
conversation, hearing and speech conservation, diabetes awareness, youth outreach and other 
programs that support the local communities where Lions live. 
 If interested in joining this active Lions Club please contact Mitchel J. Backus at 631- 671-
1110.  
Pictured (L-R)PDG  Patrick Mitchell, PR Chair Suffo lk Lions; Linda Rogers NY Life Insurance 
Representative; Max Rose President Suffolk Asafa Lions; Roseanna Ponturo The Sensible 
Alternative; Stephanie Nieves Community Representative and Mitchel Backus Treasurer Suffolk 
Asafa Lions Club  
 


