Who's Who?

DG Bruce D’Abramo
(631) 363-6412

Pfm225@optonline.net

IPDG Lorri Kerzner
(631) 476-1979
Luv2im@optonline.net

1°' VDG Paul Wernersbach
(631) 666-2110
Sunset_three@yahoo.com

2" VDG George Kienzle
(631) 957-2324
Boatpeopl8@verizon.net

CSIT Frances Gates
(631) 476-0580
Gatesdhome@aol.com

ZC Tim Mieschberger (Zone 1)
(631) 969-0554

Captim67@aol.com

ZC Brian Freier (Zone 2)
(631) 543-8562
bfreier@hotmail.com

ZC Peter Tamsen (Zone 3)
(631) 666-6929

pdtlilaw@aol.com

ZC Judie Swiss (Zone 4)
(631) 399-2156
Judieswiss73043@optonline.net

ZC Louise Ebert (Zone 5)
(631) 289-4485
Louiseebert@hotmail.com

TBA (Zone 6)
(631)

ZC Frances Gates (Zone 7)
(631) 476-0580
Gates4dhome@aol.com

ZC Carlon Chick Grub (Zone 8)
(631) 921-0324
chickgrubb@yahoo.com

The Lions Share

Suffolk County October/November 2010

A Message from DG Bruce

Dear Lions Lioness and Leos,

As | write this the Fall Conference is a recent mem
engaged with those that are responsible for making
success. |ID Gene Spiess and his wife Lion Rita wer
guests. His presentation on the night of the Fall

he kept my attention to see how he was going to con
buffalos. In addition, | would like to thank the al
20-S for attending the Fall Conference. With the ¢
economy it was gratifying to see over 225 Lions at
supporting the efforts of our District. | hope you

of the Lions Eye Bank, CCl and VCB. Its great to se
provide true service to our communities.

ory and my thoughts are
this year’s event such a
e supportive and helpful
Conference was inspiring;
nect bikinis and
| the Lions of District
urrent state of the
Villa Lombardi’'s
had time to visit the booths
e how well these groups

Next, our Fall Conference Committee did a fantastic job of organizing the
evening’s festivities. | would like to thank Ellie and Colleen Mannix, and
PDG Pat Mitchell, for their tireless efforts on beh  alf of District 20-S. | also
need to thank CST Frances Gates, ZC Louise Ebert, P DG’s Gene and Marie
Petraitis for conducting the first convention vote in recent memory.

the resolution to place
allot in May. Thank you

Four of the seven voting subdistricts have approved
the Redistricting Proposal on the MD20 convention b
for supporting this initiative.

Convention elsewhere in
voting yes for redistricting

Look for the registration form for the State Lions
this newsletter. We will have to finish the job of
and avoiding a statewide dues increase.

I’'m looking forward to continuing my club visits an
membership and service to our communities. Let's ma
“Beacon of Hope” in your community.

d focusing on
ke your club a true

e our May Food Drive a
he convention. Please
Saturday May 7 ™. Look

The Council of Governors recently took steps to mak
statewide Lions project. We've added a seminar to t
make plans for your club to conduct a food drive on
for the flyer in this edition of the Newsletter.

Yours in Lionism
DG Bruce M. D'Abramo

Visit our website at
www.suffolkcountylions.org




ONLY THOSE LIONS

Who share the excitement of Lionism on Long Isleeat further...

(to all others it is only Blah, Blah, Blah anyway).

The Results are in !lt's time to give back" is the catch phase to use
when approaching a potential new club members.

"There is no greater joy nor greater reward thamase a fundamental
positive difference in someones life" Sister Mary Rose McGeady

As a Lion - YOU - hold that unbelievable awesomaento help that
family, that child, that disabled person, to reghigir dignity, give
them the power to recover and feel the love ota &iranger offering a
"helping hand", as the Dali Lama said ... "If yoanwto be happy,
practice compassion” ... to the needs of thefteasnate in your
community. When the "helping hands" multiply, yalwbs ability

to do more with a greater impact, grow exponentiall

More members mean - more new blood, new ideas) &pproaches,
new jokes, new life experiences, new friends, aal ways to impact
the lives of many more who are in need.

Ask that friend, that neighbor, that acquaintance .

"Would you be interested in helping to give backttwose in need in

our community?" ... Then meet me at our next Lions Club meeting to
learn more

Ask ten, expect one, then ask the other nine agathagain.

If you really want to do something, you'll find ato do it, if you
don't, you'll find an excuse. .... S00000, WhElit?

Remember the difference between genius and stypsdibat genius
has it's limits. And, when someone gets sometlongéthing,
someone else gets nothing for something... Huh&t\Wid I just say?

Have a Wonderful Month,

Vice District Governor, Paul K. Wernersbach



December
January
February
March
April 5
16-19
19
28
29-30
May 9
June 10
July 4-8

DG Schedule

1 Farmingville/Holtsville Lions
2 Patchogue Lioness Lions
14 Greenlawn Lions

15 West Babylon Lions

16 Central Islip Lions

Bayport/Blue Point Lions

3 Hauppauge/Smithtown Lions
5 Central Brookhaven Lions
11 Babylon Lions

18 Lake Grove Lions

19 Northport-Centerport Lions
20 Blue Point/Bayport Lions

1 Hampton Lioness

8 Rocky Point Lions

17 Suffolk South Shore Lions
23 Huntington Lions

25-26 3" Council of Governors Meeting
Syracuse, New York

2 Deer Park Lions

3 Bridgehampton Lions

7 3" Cabinet Meeting TBA

10 Hampton Bays Lions

Lions Day at the UN

17 Shelter Island Lions

18-19 MD20 PDG Organization Meeting
23 Sag Harbor Lions

24 Medford/North Patchogue Lions

25-27 DG Elect School, Binghamton
Smithtown Lioness

International Board of Directors

East End Lions

4™ Council of Governors Meeting
MD20 Convention Rochester

4™ Cabinet Meeting
Brian Scotts, Miller Place

District Governor Banquet
Lombardi’s on the Sound
Port Jefferson

International Convention
Seattle, Washington

Like to Share?

Club pics, happenings, and just plain
old GOOD NEwS!!!

Please email either PDG Pat Mitchell
or DG Bruce D’Abramo

Thank you!!

Lion Colleen Mannix
Newsletter Editor
631-838-0216
Tbontb1119@aol.com



Lions Clubs

International
Foundation

OCTOBER 2010

New LCIF Partnership with Bausch & Lomb

At the 2010 International Convention in Sydney, Australia, it was announced that LCIF has
formed a partnership with Bausch & Lomb Early Vision Institute, which aims to prevent
childhood blindness by treating pediatric cataracts.

The Pediatric Cataract Initiative will seek out and fund innovative programs to prevent and
treat cataract in infants and children and promote early childhood screenings. Bausch & Lomb
is contributing $350,000 in the pilot year to launch the partnership program. The Pediatric
Cataract Initiative will utilize the resources of both organizations to identify, fund and promote
innovative methods of overcoming this challenge for the long-term benefit of children, their
families and their communities.

To quote PIP Al Brandel “LCIF remains committed to saving the sight of millions of people
worldwide and is excited about the prospects of the Pediatric Cataract Initiative and the new
partnership with the Bausch & Lomb Early Vision Institute.”

Pediatric cataract is a clouding of the eye’s natural lens in children. Left untreated, it quickly
becomes a critical cause of childhood vision loss and blindness. This new partnership will help
prevent pediatric cataract.

The rate of pediatric cataract in developed nations is one to four children per 100,000 births.
However, in underserved countries, the rate can be 10 times greater. Hence, during the first
year, the initiative will focus on aiding children with China, where an estimated 40,000 children
suffer from pediatric cataract.

For more information, you can visit the website:

www.PediatricCataract.org.

Hope this information helps your understanding of one of the newest ways in which LCIF
works.

YIL - PDG Marie Petraitis LCIF District Coordinator



Lions Clubs
International
Foundation

NOVEMBER 2010

For your information:

As of the end of September, Lions around the world responded quickly and generously to
the tragedy in Haiti. LCIF received in cash donations $6,117,564 from Lions around the
world. The largest contributor was MD 105 (British Isles and Ireland). In the U.S., the
largest contributor was MD 4 (California). One American (Susan Lanier) donated
$10,000.

600 Haitian families will move into new homes thanks to an initiative between LCIF, the
Lions of MD 111 (Germany) and HELP, an international non-governmental organization
(NGO). Through this project, homes will be erected directly on a family’s plot of land.

3,000 people continue to live and receive their basic needs in three Lions-sponsored tent
cities in the communities of Delmas, Blanchard and Carrefour-Feuille.

The Haitian Lions operate a house in Port-au-Prince that serves as temporary housing for
skilled volunteers.

For your information:

At the 93rd Lions International Convention in Sydney, Lions Quest celebrated its 25th
Year Anniversary. Since 1985, Lions have supported this teacher training and lesson
based curriculum for children ages 5-18 that teaches young people the skills needed for
success in school and life.

Lions Quest provides for children’s mental health needs by encouraging mental health
needs by encompassing drug and violence prevention, character education and social
and emotional skill building. Teaching these skills to children not only impacts their self
confidence and relationship skill but also increases academic achievement. Lions Quest
has been translated into 30 languages and is implemented in over 50 countries
worldwide.

Hope all this info helps and makes you want to contribute to LCIF!
Sincerely yours in Lionism,

PDG Marie Petraitis, LCIF DC 2009-2012




DG Bruce M. D'Abramo
District 20S Suffolk Lions
706 Brewster Drive
Port Jefferson, New York 11777
631-241-4178
bdabramo@hotmail.com

Janice Berlingeri
Marchon Frames
Consumer Services

35 HUB Dr.

Melville, NY 11747-3500

Dear Ms. Berlingeri:

| wanted to let you know you and your company made lots of people happy with your donation
of two of your remarkable Flexon frames. The Suffolk County Lions represent 44 individual
Lions Clubs from Melville to Montauk Point. Our Gift of Sight Committee tries to help the less
fortunate have quality vision.

We were contacted by Suffolk County CPS to try to find a solution for Joseph. He is foster
child in Suffolk with lots of special needs. Medicaid has refused to pay for additional glasses
after he broke his 13" pair.

Your generous gift was the answer to our prayers. | was unfamiliar with these specialized
titanium frames. When | saw them, and what they could do in terms of how much abuse they
could take, and still return to their original shape, | was impressed.

| am enclosing a photo of a happy four year old boy who will see better because of your
generosity. Thank you once again.

Very truly yours,

District Governor Bruce M. D'Abramo



Mrs. Molly Micciche
45 Mill Dam Road
Smithtown, N.Y. 11787

October 11, 2010

Mr. Bruce M. D’Abramo
District Govenor

Lions Club International
706 Brewster Drive

Port Jefferson, N.Y. 11777

Dear Bruce,

| want to thank you for your support and very generous donation of two
pairs of glasses for Joseph. He is a special needs foster child who
was removed from his home due to abuse as an infant. His need for
glasses is great and he had broken thirteen pairs and Medicaid was no
longer willing to provide them.

You and the Lions club stepped in and now Joseph has TWO pairs — a
pair and a spare that are virtually unbreakable. | don’'t want to even
begin to want to test them. The first pair is lasting superbly and he is
much more comfortable in them than the glasses he previously had.

What you and your organization are doing for children is so very
important. Please know that it is so very much appreciated by me, by
Joseph, his teachers and his foster family. You have made a
difference in this child’s life.

With my deepest appreciation,

Mrs. Molly Micciche




88t Annual MID-20 New York & Bermuda Lions Convention
APRIL 29, 2011 -MAY 1, 2011 ROCHESTER, NEW YORK

REGISTRATION INFORMATION:

FIRST NAME
ADDRESS CIEY STATE ZIE CEOBE
PHONE NUMBER ( ) EMAIL,

ROOM OCCUPANTS in addition to name listed above

FIRST NAME LAST NAME
FIRST NAME LAST NAME
FIRST NAME, LAST NAME,
ARRIVAL DATE DEPARTURE DATE

HYATT $125 PER NIGHT *Both the Hyatt and the Radisson are connected to thg cgnventign center
RADISSON HOTEL $119 PER NIGHT ! o oo

toll-free number: (877)GRVA-111 (or 877-478-2111), then press 2 for the first available housing

ent.
ROCHESTER PLAZA $117 PER NIGHT gnniladdress: Lions@depreztravel.com

IF STAYING AT A HOTEL: REGISTRATION FEES ARE INCLUDED IN THE PRICES BELOW

¥Indicate room choice by CIRCLING single, doul iple or 1
SINGLE (1 PERSON/ 1 BED) SEND $150.00 ($125.00 room dep. & $25.00 registration) IF SENT BEFORE NQV. 30, 2010
SEND $155.00 (8125.00 room dep. & $30.00 registration) IF SENT DEC. 1, 2010 - MARCH 11, 2011
DOUBLE (2 PEOPLE /1 BED) or  DOUBLE (2 PEOPLE / 2 BEDS)
SEND $175.00 (1;125‘60 room dep. & $50.00 registration) IF SENT BEFORE NOV 30, 2010
SEND $185.00 ($125.00 room dep. & $60.00 registration) IF SENT DEC. 01, 2010 - MARCH 1, 2011
TRIPLE (3 PEOPLE / 2 BEDS) SEND $200.00 ($125.00 room dep. & $75.00 registration) IF SENT BEFORE NOV 30, 2010
SEND $215.00 ($125.00 room dep. & $90.00 registration) IF SENT DEC. 01, 2010 - MARCH 1, 2011
QUAD (4 PEOPLE / 2BEDS) SEND $225.00 (§125.00 room dep. & $100.00 registration) IF SENT BEFORE NOV 30, 2010
SEND $245.00 ($125.00 room dep. & $120.00 registration) IF SENT DEC. 01, 2010 — MARCH 1, 2011

SUITE DEPOSIT $200.00 (Suites ate available to District Governor candidates o
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $

If you wish to register only and will not be requiring a hotel room please print your name below and submit this
form with the appropriate registration fee (see below). Please print cle ensure your registration badge will be correct.
Individuals over the age of 18 $25.00 if submitted before Nov. 30, 2010 $30.00 if submitted DEC. 01, 2010 — March 1, 2011

$40.00 if submitted after March 15, 2011

LAST NAME: FIRST

LAST NAME: FIRST




Please Note: REGISTRATION FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE AFTER MARCH 01, 2011
Mail completed form and payment to:

MD-20 NYS & BERMUDA LIONS, 1215 JAMES STREET, SYRACUSE, NY 13203

Check or money order must be submitted with this form payable to MD-20 LIONS
#$125.00 hotel room deposit will be credited to your room reservation upon check-in.
*You will receive a written or emailed acknowledgement of your assigned hotel directly from the ROCHESTER CVB.

Rooms will be assigned on a first-come, first-served space available basis by the Rochester Convention & Tourism Bureau
after they are received at the MD-20 Office. If your group would like to be assigned to the same hotel you MUST
submit your requests all together at the same time in the same envelope to the MD-20 Office and you must fill out a

separate form for each room requested.

Reservation requests must be received by MARCH 1, 2011. NO EXCEPTIONS!

Any requests received after that date will not be processed and will be returned.

Written cancellations via US Mail or e-mail (nyslions@cnymail.com) will be accepted at the MD-
20 office until April 01, 2011. Phone cancels will not be accepted.

Cancellations after April, 01, 2011 - you will need to contact the property you are assigned to directly to cancel and

request a refund of your §125.00 room deposit from them. AFTER APRIL 1 refunds will be made at the hotel’s
discretion. Contact the hotel you are assigned to if you have questions regarding their cancellation policy.

room ch; lease contact eR h t

Visit Rochester Travel Desk at DePrez Travel, toll-free number: (877)GRVA-111 (or 877-478-2111), then
press 2 for the first available housing agent. Email address: Lions@depreztravel.com




et |

activity. We can accomplish a great deal in these four hours. If you

] ~

plan on participating, please contact Lion Hal Kramer at 631-474-
1311 or hdkl®@optonline.net

"over 40,000 children across Long Island go to sleep hungry each evening” This
(a conservative estimate).






Upcoming Events

Date

Organization

Event

Contact

Phone

January 22, 2011

Brandel/Murphy
Youth Foundation

Super Bowl Raffle

IPDG Lorri Kerzner

PCC Thomas Grosso

516-445-4144
LUV2LRN@optonline.net

516-220-5720

tmmjgrosso@aol.com

"%




On October 5 the District 20-S Lions Vision Scregni eam was asked to provide vision screeningscasnanunity service to
the students that attend the Children’s CommunéghyEHead Start Program. This program is designezhhance the
development and growth of very young children andupport positive parenting. The Vision Screerliegm was able to

provide vision screenings to sixteen children dyitimeir visit.

The District 20-S Vision Screening Team utilizegision Screener to test for refractive errors iMyppia (near sightedness)
Hyperopia, (far sightedness) and astigmatism. Mie®n Screener prints out the results of the examediately and the results
are given to the person that was examined, todhenp or guardian depending on the age of the ichail being screened. If the

results indicate a need for further testing thentsaggests that the client contact their eye carfegsional for a follow up and

make an appointment for a comprehensive eye exaioina

If your group or organization is interested in sitvby the Lions Vision Screening team please auriteon Dr. Gary Feuer our

Vision Screening Chairperson at 631-428-4604
Pictured (Bottom L-R) Teachers Kristen Olsen antdilBennett with their toddler class (Top L-R) PD@tick Mitchell Vision
Screening Team Member; Bruce D’Abramo Suffolk Li@istrict Governor; Denise Ferrera Director ChildeeCommunity
Early Head Start and Lion Dr. Gary Feuer Visionggting Chairperson



SUFFOLK LIONS PROMOTE AUDIBLE
CROSSWALKS FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED

By Patrick Mitchell

On October 4 Lions Clubs servicing the Coram and Méford Communities and local officials gathered
together to celebrate the recent installation of amudible crosswalk at the intersection of Route 118nd Skips Road
located in Coram NY. This Audible Crosswalk is loated next to the SILO Office.

In July of 2008, the Suffolk Lions instituted a pra@ram to increase awareness concerning the need fawore
Audible Crosswalks in Suffolk County. In 1925 Hela Keller challenged the Lions to become “Knights ofhe Blind”
therefore this effort is a natural extension of whéLions do to increase awareness of vision issue8udible Crosswalks
are installed at busy intersections to allow visuél impaired people to proceed safely through crossalks after they
receive an audible prompt to do so, such as a beaginoise or words that signify it is now safe to ass the intersection.
The goal of this program is to allow visually impaied men and women to travel more safely thereby aggng greater
independence, dignity and opportunity.

The Suffolk Lions are currently working with Helen Keller Services for the Blind (HKSB) and Suffolk
Independent Living Organization (SILO) to address he above mentioned concerns regarding the visualghallenged.
HKSB has a training program for the visually impaired which includes going out into the field and proiing
Orientation and Mobility instruction to help their clients develop the skills necessary to safely neigbe complex
intersections. SILO assists individuals with disailities in developing essential life skills whilelso providing them
with the necessary information and referrals so thg can make informed decisions toward reaching theigoals of living
independently in the community. These organizationkave contacted the Lions and asked them to advoeator their
clients and request Audible Crosswalks at interseixins where Orientation and Mobility Instructors have noticed
potentially dangerous crossing conditions.

If interested in learning more about this program gease contact District Governor Bruce D’Abramo at 31-
4293 or PDG Patrick Mitchell at 631-363-6412 or e-ail at pfm225@optonline.net

(Bottom L-R) Caitlin Lynch SILO Graduate with her Guide Dog Laser; Marilyn Tucci with her Guide Dog Anna;
Justin Ainsworth SILO Representative; Glenn Campbel Silo Director and Ann Pavlak SILO Board Member

(Top L-R) PDG Patrick Mitchell Public Relations Chair Suffolk Lions; NYS Senator Ken LaValle; Congresgnan Tim
Bishop; NYS Assemblyman Dean Murray; Frank PearsomNYS Department of Transportation; Ira Brickman
President Central Brookhaven Lions Club and Bruce DAbramo Suffolk Lions District Governor



Fall Conference
November 1, 2010



FARMINGVILLE-HOLTSVILLE LIONS HOLD
FOURTEENTH ANNUAL MONSTER MASH CAR
SHOW

By Patrick Mitchell

On Sunday October 24 the Farmingville-
Holtsville Lions held their Fourteenth Annual Son d the
Monster Mash Car and Motorcycle Show and Swap Meet
at the Bald Hill/Brookhaven Amphitheater in the Town
of Farmingville. This Annual Car Show is a charitéble
event where all proceeds are donated to the Visugland
Hearing Impaired or those that are Physically Disaked.
This active Lions Club also supports Canine Companns
for Independence (CCI) whose mission is to promotine
concept of training specially bred dogs to help pgxde
with disabilities other than blindness.

Due to the long tenure of this popular car and
motorcycle show participation has grown exponentidy
with thousands of people attending this year's even
Over 150 Sponsors and Vendors lent their support tthis
worthy cause with a large group of monster trucks o in
attendance. Over 150 Trophies were awarded to cars
and motorcycles that were deemed winners within the
assigned class.

If interested in becoming involved as a sponsor
or participant in the Son of Monster Mash Car Show
please contact co-chairs Lynn or Mike Dickson at 44
2869.

Pictured (Top L-R) Lion Patrick Mitchell; Lion
Ron Block; Lion Bill Cotty; Lion Vinnie Fileccia; L ion
Fred Meyer; Lion Angelo Monforte; Lion Ted Blaszcyk;
Lion George Stondell; Lion Brian O’Keefe and lion Chris
Leddy (Bottom L-R) Lion President Mike Dickson;
Lynne Dickson and Debbie Stondell



SUFFOLK LIONS AND LENSCRAFTERS
PARTNER TO HELP THE
VISUALLY IMPAIRED

By PATRICK MITCHELL

Cub Scout Troop 294 recently donated eyeglassesltenscrafters located in the Stop and Shop Mall on
Sunrise Highway in Holbrook. This Cub Scout Troopsponsored by the Farmingville-Holtsville Lions Clubcollected
eyeglasses in the Farmingville Community as part ad service project developed by the leaders of thdroop. Lions
Clubs International has been working with Luxottica Retail (Lenscrafters Parent Company) since 1988 teollect
used eyewear to hand deliver to those needing lessa developing countries.

Lions Club International is the World’s Largest Savice Club Organization with approximately 45,000
Clubs in 205 Countries and geographic areas. TheuSolk Lions have a Gift of Sight Committee that isworking
with Lenscrafters to increase the numbers of lensdbat are delivered internationally.

Since 1991, the Gift of Sight Foundation has workkin partnership with Lions Clubs Members around the
world to perform optical missions. Lions Clubs prgoare clinic sites, provide recipients and arrangegam
accommodations, translators and equipment shippingThis alliance has created over 115 missions, dadring the
Gift of Sight to more than 2 million people in needaround the world.

Used eyewear collection is available at LuxotticRetail Stores under the auspices of the One Sight
Community Eye Care Program which includes Lenscratrs, Pearle Vision, Target Optical and Sears Optida Any
guestions or concerns regarding eyeglass donationan be directed to Valerie Stecker, General Managesf the
Holbrook Lenscrafters at 631-244-8844.

If interested in joining a Lions Club to help address vision and hearing issues in your community pse
contact Lion District Governor Bruce D’Abramo at 631-242-4178, Lion Gary Feuer at 631-428-4604 or PDiatrick
Mitchell at 631-363-6412 or e-mail apfm225@optonline.net

Pictured (Bottom 1 L-R) Cub Scouts Anthony Consalaio, Adam Todd, Chris D’Angelo, Brendan Mair and
Joseph Stvzenske

(Bottom 2 L-R) Scouts Lucas Moreno, Ryan Meehan, Kg Connor, John Mair, Alex Althaus and Elijah
Montleon

(Top L-R) Patrick Mitchell, PDG Farmingville-Holt sville Lions; Valerie Stecker Lenscrafters General
Manager; Nick Botts Lenscrafters Retail Manager; Argela Tejada Lenscrafters Sales Supervisor; Alliso@onnor
Scout Leader; Joseph Rizzuto Lab Manager; Gary Camathers Scout Leader; Gary D’Angelo Scout Leader; Kein
Althaus Scout Leader and Mike Dickson President Faningville-Holtsville Lions



SUFFOLK LIONS ATTEND DEDICATION OF COLONEL WOYCIK R ESIDENCE ROOM AT CANINE
COMPANIONS FOR INDEPENDENCE ON VETERANS DAY

BY PATRICK MITCHELL

On Veterans Day Officers of the Suffolk Lions Digtict 20-S Cabinet gathered at Canine Companions for
Independence to celebrate the dedication of the Gmiel E. David Woycik Jr. Residence Room at the Cané Companions
for Independence Facility located in Medford, NY.

Sgt. Sam Cila, a Veteran of the Iraq War spoke ahd the injury to his left arm due to an IED blast on July 4,
2005. He was teamed with his Service Dog Gillian 2009. Gillian helps him with daily tasks such atigging and holding
open doors while he carries packages which prevetite fatigue of overusing his right side. Gillian ad Sam travel
throughout the country completing speaking and phyisal endurance events to help others heal througtpsrts and an
active lifestyle.

Canine Companions for Independence (CCI) is an oapization that promotes the concept of training spaally
bred dogs to help people with disabilities other tan blindness. All CCI Dogs go through an intensiv&aining process
where they learn to master more than forty commands Dogs and Veterans are matched to form a team, driogether they
attend a two-week training program at a CCl Campuswhere they learn to work together.

CCl trains four different types of dogs to addresdlifferent types of disabilities. Service Dogs ais$ adults with
physical disabilities; Hearing Dogs alert the deafnd hard of hearing to environmental sounds and thie sources; Skilled
companions enhance independence for adults with coigjive disabilities and Facility Dogs work with a pofessional in a
therapeutic visitation setting.

CCl nationally has a dedicated volunteer workforceof over 3000 individuals. Volunteer Puppy Raisergeach the
dogs basic commands and socialize them in publictgegs for the first 14-16 months of their lives. Volunteer Puppy
raisers are needed further develop CCI Puppies incgial settings.

Anyone interested in learning more about this exqgional program can contact CCI Development Directo Debra
MacKenzie at 631-561-0207 or District Governor Brue DAbramo at 631-241-4178 or PDG Patrick Mitchell 8631-363-
6412.

Pictured (L-R) Bruce D’Abramo District Governor Suffolk Lions; Debra Dougherty CCI Executive Director;
Patrick Mitchell Past District Governor Suffolk Lio ns; Sgt. Sam Cila with his Service Dog Gillian; Calnel E. David
Woycik Jr.; Mike Dickson Suffolk Lions CCI NY Direc tor and Frank De Marco, President AMVETS NYS Servie
Foundation



Mortauk Lions
Eugene President and
Carmine Marino Secretary




